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Introduction:

At some point during their college careers, most students will have to face the
challenge of writing a research paper. As those who have written one before know,
it is no easy task. But the writing process should not intimidate students. Even
those who write well do so only after many attempts and by practice. Many
students come to college unprepared to write a custom research paper simply
because they have not had the opportunity to do so during high school. Thus, they
do not know the basic components of a research paper and are bewildered when
assigned to write one. This paper attempts to remedy the situation and provides an
overview on the fundamentals of writing a good research paper.

Objectives of the material

This paper attempts to remedy the situation and provides an overview on the
fundamentals of writing a good research paper. This paper focuses on the major
elements of a research paper and explains them in detail. In addition, this paper
includes a list of dos and don'ts that work for most research papers. Finally, for
interested students who are reading this article, we will provide some strategies on
how to get the grade that you deserve are discussed.

What is research?

Every day of our life, we ask ourselves questions; we wonder why a lesson that
worked last term doesn't work this time. We wonder what makes birds sing, why
some students do better in a certain subject or exam than others...etc. It is curiosity
that drives research. Consider what Gallo (1985) has to say regarding language
research. "All of us (teachers) have the potential for being researchers- by using
what we normally do every day or at least what we do to some extent on most
days:

- We observe students
- We evaluate students (both formally and informally)

- We evaluate our teaching (at least at the gut level)

- We draw inferences about those things; we arrive at conclusions about our
success and failures and about those of our students and we make decisions
on the basis of those things.
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But we don't usually do those things systematically. And that's really what research
Is: "It is a systematic way of assessing what we normally do- of observing the
activities; of collecting and recording the information carefully; of categorizing
and analyzing the data; and finally of sharing the results with others"  ( Gallo,
1985)

So, research can be simply defined as looking for answers to questions in some
systematic way.

What is a good research paper?

A good research paper is basically a sustained inquiry about a particular subject.
Not only is the student answering a question, but he/she must also ensure that the
statements one is making are valid. Thus, the research element comes into play.
Most teachers are not only interested in the student's opinion, but also in the
manner by which students support them. Students need to substantiate their claims
when custom writing a research paper. For example, the statement, "Many women
are no longer content to be housewives," is your opinion. Your opinion, of course,
matters; however, what is more important is how you support your claims. Thus,
the student would need to research sources that support the statement made. For
instance, the student could dig up sources that describe why women are no longer
content to be housewives. Or, the student could find sources that explain what
exactly women are doing, now that they are no longer content with being
housewives. Thus, conducting research is one of the most important parts of the
paper.

One thing to keep in mind is that you will come across a lot of facts when
conducting research and only some of these facts will be relevant to your paper. It
takes some skill to separate the wheat from the chaff. The following categorization
is quite helpful. Research can be divided into three categories: background
information, supporting information and opposing information. The background
information should be brief and to the point. It is basically a summary that either a)
explains why the topic that you chose is significant or b) provides a brief history of
your chosen topic. Either option provides the reader with a context in which to
situate your topic. Supporting information helps to drive your argument forward. It
is basically research that validates your opinion. Each source that you include in
your paper should help make your opinion more believable and plausible to the
reader. Opposing information is useful when it is necessary to strengthen your
position on an issue. Many writers like to include opposing information before they
substantiate their claims. One thing to remember is that the reason you are
including opposing information is to counter it. After you state your opposing
information, it is important to also state why it is not valid. This is a useful tactic to
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persuade the reader to take your side. Thus, the key point to remember is that
research is necessary to validate your opinion and that research can be organized
into the following categories: background, supporting and opposing information.

First step: Finding a topic:

A good place to begin looking for a research topic is in the textbooks you are
currently using. Scan the table of contents to find a topic that you would enjoy
investigating. Or, begin by browsing through a specialized encyclopedia, such as
the Encyclopedia of Psychology or the Encyclopedia of Educational Research.
Reviews in current journals are another place to look for. These journals usually
present subjects where there is disagreement. But you have to make sure that your
library has sufficient information on the subject. So, go to the "Subject™ section of
the library card catalogue and make sure that there are at least four books on the
subject. For example, if you initially choose the general topic "reading", you
should find at least four books listed on "reading”. So from your preliminary
readings, you should try, with the help of your supervisor, to narrow your topic
down, you should,

- Identify an area of interest to research

- Define the purpose of the study

- Decide who it is meant for (your Audience)

- Know how to choose an appropriate approach and methods of investigation.

- Narrow the topic

- Subdivide the topic

- Make a draft outline.

There are two guiding principles to remember when choosing something to write
about, Practicality and interest.

Being practical about your choice means that you must consider the available
time and the published resources on your topic. Because you have a limited time to
work in, you must be sure that there will be adequate information immediately
available to you in your college library or from other universities library. You
should narrow the scope of your graduation project to match a term of only 16
weeks in duration- the amount of time available for you to carry out your
graduation project.

Interest, as well as practicality, is important in topic selection because you will
be working with this subject for many weeks. If you do not have a real interest in it
you may lose motivation later, and this will make your task much harder. One of
the aims of the graduation project is to provide an opportunity for you to gain a
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deep understanding of a subject. A familiar subject will enable you to explore
special aspects of it in more depth, while an unfamiliar subject lets you discover
new areas of knowledge.

In general, you should try to select something that seems to promise real value to
you, perhaps something that you have always wanted to learn more about but have
lacked the opportunity to study, or possibly a subject that you know will be
valuable to you later in your more specialized academic work.

Finding a topic to write a custom research paper on should be easy but it isn't.
Many students, from the outset, pick a topic that is too broad or too narrow for the
purposes of their papers. This can be a big mistake. For example, imagine writing a
five-page essay on "How Confucianism manifests itself in Chinese cultural
beliefs." It is impossible! A trick to narrow down your topic is to focus on a
particular aspect of the subject by asking the questions: Why? How? Who? and
When? Let us apply this advice. For the previous example, we could ask the
guestion, "Who?" and narrow down the subject to focus on "How Confucianism
manifests itself in Chinese business practices." That is much more manageable.
Thus, when choosing a research topic, students must be careful that it fulfills the
requirements of the paper.

Parts of a research paper:

The thesis statement: The heart of any research paper is the thesis statement.
You will hear this time and time again. It is important for a reason. A thesis
statement lets the reader know a) your position on a particular issue or b) what
exactly you are trying to prove or substantiate. Your paper should be organized
around your thesis statement. Each paragraph should move towards supporting
your thesis statement. Think of it this way: the thesis statement is your main
argument while all other paragraphs are formed around sub-arguments or
validations. If you think slowly and carefully about the direction of your paper, it is
not even necessary to write an outline. Just keep asking yourself "How does this
support my thesis statement?" and your paper will follow a logical trajectory.

The supporting paragraphs: These should all work to support the thesis
statement. A tip to keep in mind is that the supporting statements will focus on a
particular aspect of the thesis statement. Supporting statements can:
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a) clarify your position on an issue

b) provide key definitions related to the topic,

c) discuss the "how" and "why" aspects of the thesis statement and
d) discuss patterns or inconsistencies in development.

Just remember, your supporting statements are important because they develop
your thesis further and explain your position or perspective on a particular subject
or issue.

The conclusion: So, you've finally made it to the end of the paper. Now, all you
have to tackle is the conclusion of your essay. A good way to remember the
purpose of the conclusion is to think of it as a "wrap-up.” The conclusion is where
you restate your thesis, preferably using different words, and sums up your
argument. This is definitely not the time to add a new point or aspect of a subject.
Don't mess up your conclusion by leading your reader astray. You may also want
to briefly recap some of the major supporting statements. If you really want to
Impress your teacher, you may even want to discuss implications for further
research. Or, in other words, state how your research can either be further
developed or how it ties in to related areas of study. Thus, the conclusion should
leave the reader feeling as if he/she has understood your point clearly.

Guidelines for writing a graduate paper:
Introduction

Guidelines are important references to complete a certain task. RESEARCH
PAPER GUIDELINES may just be a perfect partner for you if you intend to
complete a research project. These systematic modules of instructions can equip
you with the right talent and skill in doing researches about almost anything. The
complete easy to understand guides will help you minimize errors and enhance
your capability to conduct research activities.

People who are in the field of research studies use research guidelines. These
guidelines were carefully formulated to ensure that project implementations are
adhering to the set up the research community might understand. With research
paper guidelines, one may understand what aspects of the research are necessary
for exploration. This makes a research study more adept in relaying information to
anybody else involved in the project.
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I. Statement of the Problem — The Area of Focus
1. What is the situation you will be investigating?

Tell us what you do or what you have observed in your classroom that you will
be investigating.

For example, Is there a problematic set of behaviors you want to address? Have
students exhibiting these behaviors been performing poorly? Do you want to try a
technique and to see if it is effective? Tell what you see that makes you think this
Is a problem.

2. Why is this an important situation for you to investigate?

What concerns you about this situation? Why? How does this situation relate to
what you are trying to accomplish as a teacher with these students?

Here, you tell us the importance of this study to you as an educator. You will be
telling us about your beliefs as they relate to the situation you want to study.

For example: you feel that disruptive behaviors affect the misbehaving student,
other students and you. You think a class of 7th graders should be orderly and that
students should show respect for themselves and others. It really bugs you that
some kids just want to disrupt. As an educator, you think that parents as well as
teachers are involved in teaching appropriate behaviors. You think well behaved
students achieve more. You think interventions X, Y, and Z are appropriate
because they improve learning and make a well-behaved group ready to learn.

I1. Objectives of the Present Study, Questions and variables being studied

1. Write a statement of the broad purpose of your study. What do you want to
learn about?

For example:
The purpose of this study is to see if teacher interventions of type X,Y and Z can
positively affect students' behaviors and grades for currently misbehaving students.

2. ldentify the relevant variables that you will be studying.
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For example: The independent (manipulated) variable is my use of disciplinary
interventions X, Y and Z.

The dependent (responding) variable is the subsequent behavior and achievement
of the student as indicated by scores and classroom behavior.

3. Write specific hypotheses (can be stated as "research questions") that relate
the independent to the dependent variables.

For example: This study tests the hypothesis that consistent use of disciplinary
interventions X, Y and Z will lead to improved behavior and better grades.

I11. Significance of the Present Study

Relate this to education in general, education at your grade level.

For example: What do 7th graders act like normally? What is appropriately
expected of students at this level? Address the issues of inappropriate behavior in
schools. (This will be expanded in ST 660).

IV. Literature Review

Historical context

How did the idea develop?

What do the research studies show now?

What is current practice today regarding the idea?

How do these findings relate to the situation under examination?

What are the outstanding questions/issues/concerns in this field of work?

Sk owdPE

V. Methods and Context

1. Describe the context in which the action research will take place,
including (as relevant)

« the students,

« the classroom,

« your relevant policies,

« other teachers who may be involved,
« involved administrators,

. related school policies,
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« school philosophies re: teaching, learning, parental roles, and
« the social-cultural climate of the school and community (relative
wealth, interest in education, involvement in the school).

2. Describe the negotiations undertaken to get permission to do this project
and collect data (this include Human Subject committee at Southeast, your
administration, possibly parent approval).

3. Describe in detail what was implemented in your teaching or as an action
that you hope will improve learning.

4. Describe the instruments and/or other methods you used to collect data
from the learners (these are the data sources). Tell why these are
appropriate and what their limitations are.

V1. Data Analysis

Describe the approach you have taken to your data analysis: depending on the
type of data and size of sample, you may take either a qualitative
(descriptive/analytical) or quantitative approach (statistical) to data analysis. What
tests, statistics, comparisons or summaries will you be providing?

Include tables or graphs of your data if appropriate.
VII. Interpretation of Data

1. What did you find?
2. Do the data support the hypothesis you proposed?
3. What do your results mean?

VIIl. Conclusions

1. Relate your findings
« to your practice as a teacher, and
. tothe larger literature.

2. Suggest how your study could have been improved.

3. If you were to do another study on this situation, what would you do?
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IX. References

Using the format from the journal “Science Education™ list in alphabetical

order all references cited in this paper.

Cite the references in the body of the paper using (author, year) within the

sentence in which you relate their ideas or findings. We will refer to this part in
details at the end.

X. Appendices

Include items used in the research study, such as:

« handouts,

« (Quizzes,

« curriculum materials,

« assignments,

« interview schedules,

« O0bservation forms,

« surveys,

o letters,

« human subjects approvals, etc.

Dos and Don'ts in writing a research paper

Following is a list of Dos and Don'ts related to writing a good research paper:

Do conduct a sufficient amount of research. Don't make the mistake of
looking over five sources for a twenty-page paper. And don't overdo it by
using ten sources for a three-page paper. Make sure that the research
conducted fits in with the paper requirements.

Do organize as you go. Don't make the mistake of writing your custom
research paper without any thought of its direction. Organize your sources
into background information, supporting arguments and opposing
arguments. That way your paper will follow a logical path.

Do write a strong thesis statement that will be able to carry the supporting
arguments. A thesis statement should be broad enough to cover the
supporting arguments but narrow enough to bring focus to the paper.
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« Do follow paper instructions. Many students will make the mistake of not
following their professor's instructions. Most professors will list the paper
length, the number of required sources and the format of the bibliography.
Follow their instructions precisely.

. Do validate your opinions. Unless specifically instructed, do not leave your
opinions unsupported by research. Writing a research paper shows that you
know exactly how to substantiate your claims. Prove it to the teacher.

. Don't add new points in the conclusion. Remember, the conclusion is a
wrap-up. You are acting as a guide and the reader should not be confused by
a new point when what is expected is a wrap-up.

. Don't forget to proof-read your paper. A good paper can be detrimentally
affected by poor spelling and grammar. Your brilliant ideas are wasted if the
teacher has a hard time reading it. Your teacher will end up feeling frustrated
by spelling errors and take his/her frustration out on your grade.

« Don't plagiarize. This mistake can be deadly. Remember always cite your
sources both in-text and in the bibliography. Most style manuals (such as
APA, MLA and CMS) will give you exact instructions on how to cite
sources and write up the bibliography or works cited page.

Guidelines for Writing a Graduation Research Paper Proposal
A. Introduction

Writing a research proposal is the first step in conducting a graduation research.
It is a written plan for a project that will be submitted to others for evaluation. At
any university, anyone conducting research must write a proposal describing his or
her plans before the study can be conducted.

Although it is the first step in a research process, writing a research proposal is
very important for two reasons. First, a proposal describes the process and
procedures that will be used by the researcher. In the proposal, the whole project
crystallizes into a concrete form. The researcher’s inspirations and insights are
translated into step-by-step plans for discovering new knowledge. By sharing it to
colleagues or a committee will provide an opportunity to the researcher (to) obtain
feedback before the implementation of the study. This feedback can be used to
improve the proposed study. Second, a research proposal is the only means a
prospective researcher can use to ask for recognition and funding of a particular
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project. Since his proposal is the only document through which a researcher
demonstrates that he knows what he is seeking and how to successfully complete
the planned project, it is the only instrument he can use to get approval for
conducting his/her project. In a university context, for instance, students are
required to obtain approval of their proposals from a committee of supervising
professors. In industries, a proposal is the main (if not the only) document one
should submit to funding agencies to obtain grant money to pay for the costs of his
research.

B. Anatomy of a Research Proposal

All research proposals use roughly the same format. Whether it is prepared by a
student to fulfill the requirements of a research course, a formal thesis or
dissertation proposal presented to a committee, or a funding request to a foundation
or governmental agency, the general format is much the same. No matter what
research to be conducted, be they are a student satisfaction survey, an action
research, an experimental study on teaching reading strategies or an error analysis
on students’ paragraph writing, the proposal has the same basic structure and
format. The vocal point is that readers of research reports (i.e., examiners, decision
maker, etc.) will know exactly where to find the information they are looking for,
regardless of the individual proposal.

As it is mentioned above, a research proposal is the plan for a project. Later,
when the project is finished, the researcher should report it in what is called with
research report or research paper. A research paper usually has five chapters with
well-established sections in each chapter. The use of such a standardized format
will enable readers to easily find specific types of information they look for in the
chapters and sections.

In general, all research reports begin with the information provided in its
proposal. That is why the proposal is similar to the first three chapters of the
research paper; except that it is written in future tense. In the proposal, the
researcher might write something like “A set of questionnaire and semi-structured
interview will be used to collect the data “, while in the report, it would be changed
to “A set of questionnaire and semi-structured interview were used to collect the
data.” In other words, with the exception of tense, the proposal is identical with the
first three chapters of the research report.
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Since a research proposal is identical with the first three chapters of the research
report, a researcher should find no significant difficulty to report his study. All he
needs to do later is to transform the materials in the proposal, add the “results and
discussion” section (in which the results of the completed study are presented and
analyzed), and put the conclusion and recommendation at the end. The following
parts briefly describe the research proposal, and samples of quantitative and
qualitative research proposals could be accessed in other posts of this blog.

C. Outline of chapters and sections
All research proposals should contain the following information:

1. Title

The title should be short and explanatory. A good title gives a clear and concise
description of the scope and nature of the research and is stated in a noun phrase
not more than 25 words consisting of key words which allow bibliographers to
index the study in proper categories. As a general guide, the words forming the
title should indicate (1) major variables or theoretical issues to be considered in the
study; (2) nature of research (descriptive, correlational, experimental, survey, or
action research); and (3) target population.

2. Table of Contents

The table of contents should locate each section and major subdivision of the
proposal. In most circumstances, the table of contents should remain simple; no
division beyond the first subheading is needed. If the body of the proposal contains
illustrations, graphs, or tables, they, too, should appear in the list of
tables/graphs/illustrations which is incorporated into or follows the table of
contents.

3. Chapter | — Introduction

The Introduction section consists of four subsections: (a) background, (b) what
the writer wants to find out; (c) what main questions the writer wants to answer
(research questions); and (d) what specific questions the writer asks to address the
main question.
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a. Background

In general, this section is written in one to three short introductory paragraphs (a
couple of pages at most). The primary goal of these paragraphs is to inform the
readers about the general area to be addressed by the study and to create a sense of
interest in the topic. To achieve the goal, the writer typically presents his interest in
and experience with this topic, the reasons why the research is important, relevant
findings of previous researches, and arguments how this research will add to
knowledge in this area. In short, these paragraphs set the stage for the paper and
put the topic in perspective.

b. Research Question(s) (or Problems Statement)

The term ‘research question’ is used in qualitative or action research, while
‘problem statement’ is used in quantitative research. This section is the focal point
of a research proposal, because this is the place where writer identifies and clearly
and precisely states the specific problem to be investigated. The question(s) should
be SMART (specific, measurable, attainable, relevant and timely).

To illustrate, the followings are the research questions derived from two studies.
The first one belongs to Using BALL to Develop Writing Skills: Students’ Interest
and Perception and the other belongs to Improving Students’ Vocabulary by Using
Video: an Action Research.

The problem to be addressed in this study is the students’ perception and interest
in the use of blogs to develop writing skills. Although the nature of blogs emerge
them advantageous to be used to develop writing skills, blogs are a relatively new
internet application. Thus, using them in writing classes without exploring the
students’ perspectives is fundamentally risky. Thus, knowing what students think
and whether they are interested in the use of blog or not is very crucial before
implementing them in writing classes.

The problem is formulated as follow:

1. What do students think of the use of blogs to develop writing skills?
2. Are students interested in the use of blogs to develop writing skills?

Based on the description in the background section above, through this study the
writer wants to know whether the use of videos can improve students’ mastery of
English vocabulary. The writer hopes that this study can provide the answers to
whether or not videos can improve students’ vocabulary mastery and how far the
students’ vocabulary mastery improves after being taught by using video.
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The problem is specifically formulated as follows:

1. Can videos improve the students’ vocabulary mastery?
2. How videos improve the students’ vocabulary mastery in teaching and
learning process?

c. Objectives

The objectives (or purposes) is a single statement or paragraph that explains
what the study intends to accomplish. The objective statement should be directly
based on the identified and formulated problem(s) in the previous section, so that
readers are be able to realize immediately that the purposes are directly related to
those problem(s). The objective statement should be phrased in line with the nature
of the problem. This is done by communicating the purpose using ‘action verbs’,
such as describe, compare, develop and investigate, which accurately indicate your
research objectives.

The followings are the objective statement derived from Using BALL to Develop
Writing Skills: Students’ Interest and Perception:
The goal of this study is:

1. To discover and examine the students’ perception on the use of blogs to develop
writing skills.

2. To investigate whether the students are interested in the use of blogs to develop
writing skills.

d. Significance of the study
This section creates a perspective for looking at the problem. It points out how
the study relates to the larger issues and uses a persuasive rationale to justify the
reason for the study. It makes the objective worth pursuing. The significance of the
study points out the benefit(s) to get if the study is done and to whom it is
important. In my Using BALL to Develop Writing Skills: Students’ Interest and
Perception, for instance, | state the significance of the study as follows:
The researcher in this study could give useful information and contributions to the
teachers, and other researchers.
1. To teachers, the results of this study will hopefully provide information
about students’ perception and interest in the use of blogs to develop
writing skills.
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2. To other researchers, the results of this study can provide a basis for
conducting researches on the same area.

e. Scope of the study

All studies have limitations and a finite scope. Limitations are often imposed by
time and budget constraints. Therefore, a researcher should precisely list the
limitations of his study, and describe the extent to which he believes the limitations
degrade the quality of the research. Look at the following example taken from the
proposal of Using BALL to Develop Writing Skills: Students’ Interest and
Perception.

Due to the researcher time and budget constraints, the participants in this study
will be limited to students of the English Education Study Program of UKI only. In
addition, the data will be collected through a survey and interview at one point in
time (cross-sectional study). Therefore, the findings may be valid only to students
in the single study program. It cannot be generalized to other students in other
institutions.

f. Operational Definitions

The operational definitions section is used to define special terms used in the
research. Thus, this section is included in a proposal only if it uses terms that are
unique to the field of inquiry or that might not be understood by the general reader.
Look at the following example:

“For the purpose of this research, improvement is operationally defined as
posttest score minus pretest score”.

The introduction (Chapter 1) is essentially a ‘mini version’ of the much larger
review of literature (Chapter Il) and can be thought of as highlighting certain
segments or pieces of it. That is why some researchers prefer to write the
introduction after they have actually completed much of their literature review.
This section can certainly be written early in the research process, but the
researcher should revisit it after he has completed his literature review to ascertain
that both sections are consistent one to another.
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4. Chapter Il — Literature Review: Conceptual Framework and Hypothesis
This section includes:

a) Literature Review
The literature review serves the following functions:

= Ensures that the writer is not “reinventing the wheel”.

= Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for the present research.

= Demonstrates the writer’s knowledge of the research problem.

- Demonstrates the writer's understanding of the theoretical and research issues
related to the present research question.

= Shows the writer’s ability to critically evaluate relevant literature information.

= Indicates the writer’s ability to integrate and synthesize the existing literature.

= Provides new theoretical insights or develops a new model as the conceptual
framework for the present research.

= Convinces the reader that the present proposed research will make a significant
and substantial contribution to the literature (i.e., resolving an important
theoretical issue or filling a major gap in the literature).

b) Conceptual Framework

This section shows the relationship of the background to the problems and shows
how the present proposed research could provide solutions to the problems or
contribute to the literature.

¢) Hypothesis

A research hypothesis is a prediction of the expected outcome of the study. The
presence of this section depends of the research method proposed. Only
experimental researches, causal-comparative, correlational studies, and some
action researches have hypothesis. In those researches, this section states the
hypothesis in the form of null hypothesis and alternative hypothesis. The
hypothesis section is placed directly after the review of literature because
hypotheses are based on and consistent with the findings reported in the literature
review.
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A good hypothesis contains two variables, i.e. the “independent” and the
“dependent.” The independent variable is the one the researcher controls, and the
dependent variable is the one he observes and/or measures the results. In an
experimental study, the hypothesis is written this way: “If _ [the independent
variable is provided] , then [the dependent variable] will
happen.” For examples:

= “If my reading class is taught using SQ3R method [teaching using SQ3R is the
independent variable], it will significantly increase the class reading
achievement in reading comprehension [reading achievement is the dependent
variable] will increase.

« “The provision of a great number of interesting books in the classroom will
significantly increase students’ vocabulary.

In an correlational study, the hypothesis is written this way: “There is a significant

correlation between _ [the independent variable] and [the dependent

variable].” For example:

“There is no significant correlation between the time-length of using the internet

with the level of the students’ interest in using blogs to develop writing”.

5. Chapter 111 — Research Methodology

This section describes the basic plan of the proposed research. It usually begins
with a few short introductory paragraphs that restate purpose and research
guestions. The phraseology should be identical to that used in Chapter I. Keep the
wording of your research questions consistent throughout the document.

a) Specific Research Purpose and Research Questions

This section restates the research purpose and research questions previously
provided in Chapter I. The objective of this restatement is to help the reader easily
relate the research purpose and research questions to the research method.

b) Research Method

This section briefly but concisely describes the research method to be used. Two
paragraphs will suffice for this.

c¢) Population and Sample
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This section describes the population accurately and explains what technique is
used to determine the sample. Usually, one sentence is sufficient to define the
population, but the sampling procedure needs to be described in extensive detail.
Describe in minute detail, how you will select the sample. Use specific groups,
places, times, etc. Don’t omit any details. This is extremely important because the
reader of the paper must decide if the sample will sufficiently represent the
population.

d) Data Collection Instrument and Technique

This section describes how the data will be collected, including the specific
technique, its procedure and the instruments for collecting data. If, for instance, the
data will be collected using tests, describe the feature of the tests and how they will
be administered. Do the same to questionnaire, observation and interview if they
will also be used.

e) Data Analysis Technique

This section briefly, but concisely describes the research data analysis technique to
be used; i.e. descriptive analysis and the statistical analysis (e.g. t-test)—if one will
be used.

) Validity and reliability (Triangulation)

This section describes the steps you took to assess the instrument’s validity and
how its reliability is measured. If the instrument to be used was designed by
someone else, then describe the previous validity and reliability. In qualitative
research and action research, this section is entitled with triangulation.

g) Research Procedure

This section describes any special procedures that will be followed (getting

permission to enter the research site from the authority, presentation of an
informed consent form, conducting the research, and writing the report).
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Referencing and Citing

Every research project usually relies in part upon the work of other scientific
works. Citing other reputable sources which are relevant to your topic will add
credibility to your ideas. In addition, citation could also be used to give examples
of several points of view on a subject; call attention to a position that you wish to
agree or disagree with; highlight a particularly striking phrase, sentence, or passage
by quoting the original; distance yourself from the original by quoting it in order to
cue readers that the words are not your own; and expand the breadth or depth of
your writing.

However, any time you cite from external materials, you are required to identify
the sources in the form of systematic references. This identification will not only
give credit to the ideas and work of other scientists (and thus, prevent plagiarism)
but also provide the readers with access to these sources.

The two basic components of a referencing system are the “text citation” and the
“reference list.” The former is a brief identification of the information source, and
appears in the text somewhere within the paragraph where the information is used.
A full bibliographic version of the citation appears with similar listings in a
separate reference list, usually placed at the end of the text. The precise format for
each reference section varies considerably. Some institutions or journals use the
American Psychological Association (APA) style; others, (Modern Language
Association (MLA), Vancouver, or Chicago styles; and some others created their
own style. In addition, some institutions or journals ask that citations be listed by
the order of appearance in the text, whereas others oblige that they be listed
alphabetically.

In-Text Citations

Based on the closeness of your writing to the citation sources, there are three ways
of citing other writers’ work into your own: quoting, paraphrasing and
summarizing:

1. Writing ““a direct quotation”, is using a narrow segment of the source by
writing it identically to the original, the citation must match the source
document word for word and must be attributed to the original author,

2. Paraphrasing involves putting a passage from source material into your own
words. A paraphrase must also be attributed to the original source.
Paraphrased material is usually shorter than the original passage, taking a
somewhat broader segment of the source and condensing it slightly.
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3. Summarizing involves putting the main idea(s) into your own words,
including only the main point(s). Once again, it is necessary to attribute
summarized ideas to the original source. Summaries are significantly shorter
than the original and take a broad overview of the source material.

Although quotations, paraphrases, and summaries are frequently intertwined in a
text, paraphrases and summaries are more recommended than quotations, because
it is easier to combine them to a text without sacrificing the text coherence.
However, quotations could also serve well as far as they can be integrated
smoothly, as the following example illustrates.

One of the earliest works which discusses the potential of blogs in the classroom
IS Oravec’s (2002) article, “Bookmarking the World.” In the article she argued that
developing a weblog can enable students to develop a unique writing voice and to
become more analytical and critical. According to her, “through actively
responding to Internet materials, students can define their positions in the context
of others’ writings as well as outline their own perspectives on particular issues”
(p. 618).

Main Procedures for citing
To cite using APA style, follow the following guides:

= Use of the past tense or the present perfect tense in signal phrases introducing
cited material, like Pardede (2010) reported...; Brown (2011) has argued.... To
make your writing more interesting to read, do not use the same verbs, like
‘said’ and ‘stated’, too often in the signal phrase. Instead, vary the verb by using
other word conveying the same meaning. The verbs listed below are worth to
consider. You can also consult a thesaurus for more ideas.

affirmed depicted mentioned noted observed

outlined described analyzed determined  pointed out

argued posited discussed prescribed assumed assured
attributed emphasized  recounted claimed commented exposed

revealed confirmed highlighted  considered suggested indicated

conveyed uncovered

= Introduce the citation with a signal phrase that includes the author’s last name
followed by the year of publication in parentheses;
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= If you quote directly, put the page number (preceded by “p.”) in parentheses
after the quotation. However, the page number can also be put directly after the
year of publication in the parentheses. In this case, separate the year of
publication and page number with a comma (,). Look at the following
examples.

Siregar (2009) claims that “using online media in a foreign language program is

not only advantegous but also a necessity” (p, 39).

Siregar (2009, p. 39) claims that “using online media ... necessity”.

= A short quotation of less than 40 words should be incorporated into the text of
your paper and enclosed in double quotation marks with a reference to the
author of the work quoted, the year of publication, and the page from which the
guotation is taken, enclosed in parentheses, together or separately, depending on
how you have worked it into your text.

= A direct quotation of more than 40 words should be placed in a free-standing
block of typewritten lines, and omit quotation marks. Start the quotation on a
new line, indented five spaces from the left margin. Type the entire quotation
on the new margin, and indent the first line of any subsequent paragraph within
the quotation five spaces from the new margin. Maintain double-spacing
throughout. The parenthetical citation should come after the closing punctuation
mark.

Kim (2007) considered that blogs is an effective replacement for all CMC

applications to English learning, taking into account socio-technical systems

theory. In relation to this, Halik, et al (2010), has adeptly noted that:

“The popularity of blogs among young people has made them appealing to

educators seeking to integrate computer-mediated communication (CMC) tools at

the university level. These tools are seen as having the potential for enhancing
student engagement, and providing an environment for collaboration and creation

of knowledge” (p. 1).

« If you cite indirectly (in the form of paraphrases or summaries), identify the
source by inserting between parentheses the last name of the author of the
source followed by the date of publication. Putting the page number after the
date of publication is optional. It is encouraged but not a must. For example,

In their recent study on the use of blog in language learning, Hourigan and Murray

(2010) found that although students can use technology and are familiar with social

media they are not ‘digital learning natives’ and therefore still need explicit

instruction. This finding suggests that Hyland’s (1993, 28) concept of a
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familiarization course where students receive adequate tuition in ICT for learning

purposes could still be applied to EFL classroom today.

- When a work has two authors, always cite both surnames every time the
reference occurs in your text. If there are three to five authors, cite all authors
the first time. In subsequent references, cite only the surname of the first author
followed by “et al.” and the year if it is the first citation of the reference within
a paragraph. For example,

Blogs have been used in classrooms for a number of years now and the evidence

suggests that blogs can positively enhance learning. The results of Pardede,

Nazara, Jones and Hendrick’s (2009) study revealed that blogs can improve

writing skills. Oravec (2002) claimed that the blog can empower students to

become more analytical and critical, in turn improving a student’s self confidence.

Pardede et al. (2009) also noted that students’ realization of having large audience

in addition to their teacher and classmates made them more careful in their

grammar and ideas.

= If the citation is taken from the work of a group author, the name of the group is
usually spelled out each time it appears in your text. The names of some authors
are spelled out in the first citation and abbreviated thereafter. For example,

According to the National Board of Foreign Language Teaching [NBFLT], (2004),

English could be taught as a local content in primary schools which have proper

resources for the program. ...

............................

................................ NBFLT (2004) outlined ........

= If you cite from two or more sources with the same authors and date, add a
letter suffix to the year of publication in the signal phrase in accordance with
the alphabetical order of the sources’ titles. Look at the following illustration.

According to Pardede (2009a), blogs are effective to use in EFL writing classes

because .......

............... Based on his experience with high school students, Richardson (2006)

lists four things that blogging allows students to do Based on his experience with

high school students, First, .... Second, .... Third, ..... Finally, ...... This is in line

with Pardede’s (2009b) research findings which indicated ...

= To cite from a web document, includes author’s name, year of publication, then
page numbers if available (such as the one in PDF files) If the source lacks an
author, cite the first one or two words of the title. If no date is given, place

-79 -



“n.d.” after the author’s name. If the web page lacks numbering, replace page
numbers from your parenthetical references. With paragraph numbers
(indicated by abbreviation “para.” followed by the paragraph number you are
citing from). Do not use page numbers generated on a print-out of the web
document.

The web document has an author, and year of publication but no page number:

A paragraph is “a group of about six to twelve sentences expressing a main idea”
(Pardede, 2012, para. 1).

The web document is a PDF file with page numbers, written by three authors, and
the date is known:

According to Brown, Leslie, and Stone (2011, p. 23), one of the most important
aspects of language teacher education programs is language teacher technology
education which equips teachers with computer skills and strategies to help
learners learn a foreign language better and easier.

The author of the web document is an organization. It has no date and no page
number:

In relation to the importance of CALL in a language teacher education programs, it
should be noted that “the successful implementation of educational technologies
depends mainly on the attitudes of educators, who eventually determine how they
are used in the classroom” (Jakarta English Teachers Association, n.d.).

Reference List

In a scientific paper, this section should never be named “Bibliography”, because a
bibliography contains references that an author may have read but were not
specifically cited in the text. Bibliography sections are found in books and other
literary writing, but not in scientific papers. The References part should contain all
sources of citations used by the author in writing his paper. All of the citation
sources must be arranged or ordered alphabetically and typed using double spaces.

To get a practical guide for writing references using APA style, and to see how
references are listed, study the following examples.
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Examples for writing a reference list

Arani, J. A. (2005). Teaching writing and reading English in ESP through a
web-based communicative medium: Weblog. ESP-world 4 (3).

Blood, R. (2002). Weblogs: A history and perspective. We 've got blog: How
weblogs are changing our culture. Cambridge, MA: Perseus Publishing.
Brooks, K., Nichols, C., & Priebe, S. (2004). Remediation, genre, and
motivation: Key concepts for teaching with weblogs. In L. Gurak, S.
Antonijevic, L. Johnson, C. Ratliff, & J. Reyman (Eds.), Into the
Blogosphere: Rhetoric, Community, and Culture of Weblogs. Retrieved
March 15, 2008,
fromhttp://blog.lib.umn.edu/blogosphere/remediation_genre.html

Creswell, J., P., Guttman, M., & Hanson, W. (2003). Advanced mixed
methods research designs. In Tashakkori, A. & Teddlie, C. (Eds.), Handbook
on mixed methods in the behavioral and social sciences. Thousand Oaks,
Calif: Sage Publications.

Godwin-Jones, B. (2003). Blogs and wikis: Environments for on-line
collaboration. Language Learning & Technology, 7 (2).

Huffaker, D. (2005). The educated blogger: Using weblogs to promote
literacy in the classroom. AACE Journal, 13(2), 91-98.

Johnson, A. (2004). Creating a writing course utilizing class and student
blogs.The Internet TESL Journal, 10(8). Retrieved January 20, 2010,
from:http://iteslj.org/Technigues/Johnson-Blogs/

References used:

Brown, Leslie, and Stone (2011, p. 23) cited in Pardede, P. (2012). Citing
and Referencing in Research Papers. Seminar on ELT, Christian University
of Indonesia .

Halic, O., Lee, D., Paulus, T. & Spence, M. (2010).To blog or not to blog:
Student perceptions of blog effectiveness for learning in a college-level
course. Internet and Higher Education, doi:10.1016/j.iheduc.2010.04.001.
Hyland, K. (1993) ESL Computer writers: What can we do to help? System
21(1)21-30

Kim, H. (2008). The phenomenon of blogs and theoretical model of blog
use in educational contexts. Computers & Education 51 (1) 1342-1352..
Oravec, J. A. (2002) Bookmarking the World: Weblog Applications in
Education. Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy 45(7) 616-621
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http://iteslj.org/Techniques/Johnson-Blogs/

e Pardede, P. (2012). Citing and Referencing in Research Papers. Seminar on
ELT, Christian University of Indonesia.

e Pardede, P. (2009a). Exploration of the attitudes of senior high school
students toward the use of computers in language learning. JELT

Journal, 13(2), 87-98.

e Richardson, W. (2006). Weblo'-ed -The Read/Write Web in the classroom.
Retrieved April 4, 2006 from
http://www.elc.edu.sa/auto/English101-New/topic10/101-1011.htm
http://custompapers.com/writing-tutorial/good-research-paper/
Links for videos related to the guidelines for writing a graduation research
1. Research outline
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=215qK5vwLHc
2. Writing a proposal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uyoU4BwTHmMo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJ8V{x4721M
3. Literature review:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKL2pdRmwc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2d7y r65HU
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