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Writing a Research Paper

1. Introduction
At some point during their college careers, most students will have to face the challenge of
writing a research paper. Many students come to college unprepared to write one, simply because
they have not had the opportunity to do so during high school; they do not know the basic
components of a research paper and are bewildered when assigned to write one. Thus, the main
objective of this paper is to remedy the situation and provide an overview on the fundamentals of
writing a good research paper.

1.1. The purpose of writing a literary research paper

This type of research requires the researcher to examine the different elements of a piece of
literature to help him/her better appreciate and understand it. For instance, an analysis of a poem
might include the analysis of different types of images and symbols and the relationship between
the form and the content. If the work is a play, a researcher may analyze relations between the
subplot and the main plot, or he/she might analyze the tragic flaw of its hero. Analyzing a short
story might include identifying a particular theme, such as the difficulty of making the transition
from adolescence to adulthood in Sherwood Anderson's "Sophistication."

1.2. What is research?
Research is a process through which one systematically investigates a subject. Facts, ideas, and
expert opinions are gathered, organized, synthesized, and presented. Presentations have
traditionally taken the form of a research paper, but increasingly, more presentations are graphic,
electronic, or multimedia. Regardless of format, all good research projects have five
components:
» Research begins with a focus question.
« A thesis statement is written in response to the focus question.
« Research findings are organized for clarity and understanding.
« Information is cited.
» Information skills are evaluated for future application.

1.3.  Some main characteristics for good quality research:
1- It should be interesting to readers.
2- It is based on some logical rationale, and basically a sustained inquiry about a particular
subject.
3- It generates new questions or is cyclical in nature.
4- It addresses directly or indirectly some real problem.
5- Claims are substantiated by supporting information; opposing ideas may be mentioned to
counter them and prove their invalidity.
6- Validity and verifiability are that whatever you conclude on the basis of your findings is
correct and can be verified.

2. Steps of writing a research
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Step (1): Getting started

By identifying the tasks, schedule, milestones for each step in the research and writing process
such as the final due date, format, length and dates to each milestone.

Write everything down and keep it organized: Notes, research sources, thoughts and every
related material. It is easier to have all the information you need and not use it, than to be
scrambling at the last minute trying to remember where you read something.

Step (2): Select a topic

Choosing a topic can often be the hardest part of writing a research paper. Thus, focus on what
interests you. Think about your textbooks; browse through a specialized encyclopedia, current
journals, and Internet sites; and then step forward with confidence and select a topic for your
project. But you have to make sure that you have sufficient information on the subject.
Remember, a topic is the subject of your research papers—that is, what you plan to write about.
Think of what interests you and what is relative to your assignment (duty, mission). For example,
if you are taking a course on drama, what about the drama interests you? Oedipus? Oedipus's
character? Irony in Oedipus? The role of the soothsayer? Gods and their influence? Oedipus's
complex?

Here are some tips and ideas to help make this important step easier:
e Check reference books, encyclopedias, Internet, newspapers, magazines, television, talk
to your teacher and peers - you'd be surprised where some good topic ideas can come
from.,

e Determine if a topic is good for you and your paper. Are you interested in this topic?
You’ll do a better job - and enjoy the process more - if you’re interested in your topic. Is
the topic broad enough to be narrowed down? Your topic needs to be substantive enough
that you can write a paper about it but specific enough so that you can cover it
sufficiently in your paper. These can lead ultimately to your thesis statement.

STEP (3): Research and note taking

While listed as a singular step here, research is actually a fluid process that crosses several steps
of writing a research paper. You will be doing preliminary research to find your topic and thesis.
As you write your paper, you may find yourself needing to do additional research as you go.

Tips for finding sources
= Books
Can contain in-depth information but may be challenging to find up-to-date facts on
contemporary issues.
= Academic Journals
Narrow, academically-oriented, focus on very specific topics; often a source of unique
findings that can strengthen and distinguish your paper.
= Internet/ Websites
A wide range of information; a lot of it is credible and valuable while a lot of it is unreliable
and inaccurate; take care in choosing your online sources.
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= Encyclopedias

Good for background information on a topic, but generally not in-depth enough to be used as
your primary resources.

= Magazines

Can be good sources of information on current events and general-interest topics, but may
not be accepted as scholarly or academic.

= Newspapers

Another good source of information on current events and general-interest topics, and are
generally more up-to-date than magazine articles (though often short or with limited
background).

= Interviews

Can provide expert insights if you are able to interview a credible authority in your topic.

Tips for taking notes:

% Write down anything you think you might need; it’s better to write something down now
and discard it later.
Whenever you write down a direct quotation, put it in quotation marks.
Think about what you are reading as you take notes, and record your thoughts and ideas.
Paraphrase whenever possible. (You still need to credit your sources even when
paraphrasing).
With every note include the source (including page number) of the information, idea or
quotation.
“+ Remember that even interviews must be cited like any other type of source.

R/ X/ R/
LXK X4

R/
A X4

STEP (4): Develop your thesis
Once you have your topic you can create your thesis statement. This is your declaration of what
you are going to prove or argue in the rest of your paper.

Characteristics of a good thesis statement

* Is clear and succinct.

* Expresses your main idea, perspective, or position. It is not a statement of known fact.

* Does not include your specific arguments or evidence - that is in the body, later.

* Does not use first person language (e.g., “I think...” or “In my opinion...”).

* Does not just describe your topic - “This paper is about...”.

* Is located at or near the end of the introductory paragraph to inform the reader what you are
about to argue in the rest of the paper.

* The thesis statement is usually a single sentence, but it can be longer.

Common problems with thesis statements
o Too factual
A thesis should not just repeat facts. It needs to represent your position on a topic. Overcome this
by asking yourself what it is you will be trying to prove in your paper.
Example:
Original: There are many causes of the Palestinians' suffering.

-19-



Revised: While there are many factors that lead to the Palestinians' suffering, the greatest cause
is occupation.

o Too vague
Avoid merely announcing the topic. Make your original and specific take on the issue clear to
the reader.
Example:
Original: In this paper, the researcher will discuss the relationship between Oedipus and his
mother/wife.
Revised: Not just ordinary relations between Oedipus and Jocasta will be discussed, but light
will be shed on the psychological effect on both when they discovered the truth.

o Too subjective
Your thesis statement and entire paper need to be based on research, analysis, and evaluation
rather than personal taste. When you make a (subjective) judgment call, justify your reasoning.
Example:
Original: Oedipus is the best form of a hero in drama as a genre.
Revised: Sophocles's great capacity turned Oedipus to be the best form of a hero in drama as a
genre.

o Can’t be proven
If your thesis can’t be proven you shouldn’t try to prove it. Avoid making universal or pro/con
judgments that oversimplify complex issues. A sign of this is the use of “always” or “never” in
your thesis statement.
Example:
Original: We must always take Oedipus as the only model of a successful tragic hero.
Revised: Because Oedipus is one of the greatest tragic heroes, one can consider him as a model.

STEP (5): Create an outline

Creating an outline is the process of organizing your thoughts and what you are going to say.
Doing so will make it easier to write your paper. You’ll be able to identify areas that need more
research or thought or may no longer fit with your paper - and make those adjustments before
writing your paper.

Steps to creating an outline:

1. Organize your notes and research to group similar material together.

2. Review your thesis statement - is it still what you want to say? If not, change it.

3. Identify the main points of your arguments that support your thesis.

4. Identify the ideas that support your main points.

5. Match your research to your points.

6. Order your ideas in a logical flow.

7. ldentify where you need more research, where your thoughts need more development, and
where you have the information that is no longer needed.

STEP (6): Write a draft
Now that you have your thesis, research and outline complete, it is time to write your first draft
of your paper. It should consist of the following sections:
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e Title (See cover page, Appendix 1)
The title should be short and explanatory. A good title gives a clear and concise description of
the scope and nature of the research and should be not more than 25 words.

e Dedication
Usually, it is just a sentence or two with a few names.
Example: | dedicate my project to my family and friends, and | offer a gratitude to my loving
parents.

e Abstract
This is a short summary of the entire work, typically ranging from 150 to 250 words, and
includes the aims of the study and a brief description of the research. The purpose of the
abstracts is to report rather than provide commentary. It accurately reflects what the paper is
aboult.

e Acknowledgment
This is a statement of gratitude for assistance in producing a work.
Example: 1 would like to thank Dr. Mohammed, who helped me in overcoming numerous
obstacles I have been facing throughout my project. I am grateful to ... for .... I would like to
thank my friends and my sister for ...

e Table of contents
The table of contents includes each section and major subdivision of the research. In most
circumstances, the table of contents should remain simple; no division beyond the first
subheading is needed. If the body of the research contains illustrations, graphs, tables, statistics,
etc., they appear in the appendices.

e Introduction
This presents the purpose of your paper and its central idea or ideas. It provides a background
about your topic, includes your thesis, and gives an overview of the various sections of the
research. The length of the introduction depends on the length of the research and its subject.

e Body

This is the largest section of your paper. The body follows the main points you have listed in
your outline and includes the arguments and evidence that support your thesis, which is the heart
of any research paper because it lets the reader know your position on a particular issue and what
exactly you are trying to prove or substantiate. Your paper should be organized around your
thesis statement. Each paragraph should move toward supporting your thesis statement because it
is your main argument, and all other paragraphs are formed around sub-arguments or validations.
If you think profoundly and carefully about the direction of your paper, it is not even necessary
to write an outline. Just keep asking yourself, how does this support my thesis statement? Your
paper will then follow a logical track.

e Conclusion
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The conclusion reiterates your main contention without repeating what you said earlier in your
paper, and it ties together your points.

e Appendices
An appendix is a supplementary document, forming a part of a main document but not essential
for its completeness, containing supporting information and appearing usually at the end.

Remember the following while you are writing your draft

* The first draft doesn’t have to be perfect, get your ideas down and you can revise it later.

* Following your outline will make writing your paper easier, but don’t be afraid to adjust your
outline as you go.

» While you write, note areas that need to be cited and keep track of the sources for the ideas and
quotations you use.

» If a section of your paper becomes hard to work through, skip it and come back later.

* Keep notes of research and quotations; it will make citing them later much easier.

STEP (7): Review and revise

Reviewing and revising your paper is the process of reading your draft and making any changes
to the content you see fit. Proper revising includes careful thought about your paper’s ideas,
arguments, supporting research and structure.

Reviewing and revising checklist

Try this checklist for opportunities to improve your paper:

% Is my thesis statement easily identifiable and an accurate summary of my position?
Do my main points support my thesis?

Do I have enough research and evidence to support what I'm saying?

Do | have any information that does not relate to my main points?

Does the order of my paper make sense?

Does my information flow logically?

Are my citations noted?

Is there anything that readers would find confusing or hard to follow?

%

X/ R/
L X EIR X 4

e

AS

X/
X4

L)

e

AS

X/
°

e

AS

Tips for reviewing and revising

« Wait a day between completing your first draft and reviewing it -- gives you a fresh
perspective.

* Read your entire paper at least once -- without revising it -- to get an overall perspective.

» Have someone else read your paper and offers you an outside point of view.

* Review a printed version of a draft, then return to the computer to make the revisions.

STEP (8): Citations and bibliography

Giving proper credit to the sources of facts, ideas, and quotations you have incorporated into
your paper is key to avoiding plagiarism. By documenting your sources, you let your readers
follow your thought process and see how you have built upon the thoughts of others.

What to credit and what not to credit
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You should always credit a source for the following types of information:

* Facts and statistics that are not common knowledge.

* Direct or paraphrased quotation and excerpts.

* Ideas, thoughts, and opinions expressed by others (as opposed to those ideas, thoughts and
opinions that are original to you).

You do not need to indicate a source for information that is commonly known. This
includes:

* Common knowledge and accepted wisdom. Example: Since many people enjoy watching
dramas...

» Commonly known facts. Example: Jerusalem is the capital of Palestine.

* Reference to or brief mentions of commonly known literary, artistic, and religious works.
Example: Sophocles wrote Oedipus the King.

Avoiding Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the use of another person’s work or ideas without acknowledging the author,
whether the work is published or unpublished, professional or amateur, graphic or digital. If
another’s words, phrases, ideas, opinions, designs, or facts are used, credit must be given.
Because plagiarism is actually theft of intellectual property, it is considered a serious offense.

Citation and bibliography styles and formatting
See below: MLA Formatting and Style Guide

STEP (9): Proofread and submit
Effective proofreading is the final step and enables you to present your paper in the best light
possible. It is tempting to skip this step, but don’t!

Tips for reviewing and revising

* Correct the spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors that your computer doesn’t catch.
* Double-check the formatting of your paper including the citations and Works Cited.

* Identify any passages that are awkward, repetitious, or unclear.

Proofreading tips

* If possible, proofread the day after you finish your last revision.

* Take your time - don’t rush.

* Proofread longer papers in several sessions instead of all at once.

* Proofread your paper more than once - you’ll probably catch problems the second time, too.
* Have someone else also proofread your paper - he or she may catch something you don’t.

* Don’t assume the computer is always correct, though - determine this for yourself.

* Proofread from a paper copy, not on the computer screen.

Observe the following of Do's and Don’ts in writing a research paper:

1- Write in a clear, “plain” style.
2- Vary the length and construction of your sentences.

-23-



3- Use consistent tenses. Present tense is most common in academic papers, and should be used
when referring to written texts. Future tense is almost never used. Past tense is used in history
papers and in reference to experiments done in the past.

4- Have someone else read your paper before you turn it in. All writers get very involved in
their own ideas and need an outside reader to provide feedback.

5- Organize as you go. Don't make the mistake of writing your research without any thought of
its direction. Organize your sources into background information, supporting arguments and
opposing arguments. That way your paper will follow a logical path.

6- Write a convincing thesis statement that will be able to carry the supporting arguments.
It should be broad enough to cover the supporting arguments but narrow enough to bring focus to
the paper.

7- Validate your opinion. Unless specifically instructed, do not leave your opinions
unsupported by research. Writing a research paper shows that you know exactly how to
substantiate your claims. Prove it to your reader.

General layout of the project (See Appendix 2)

3. MLA Formatting and Style Guide

Summary: MLA (Modern Language Association) style is most commonly used to write papers
and cite sources within the liberal arts and humanities. This resource, updated to reflect the MLA
Handbook (8" ed.), offers examples for the general format of MLA research papers, in-text
citations, endnotes/footnotes, and the Works Cited page.

Contributors: Tony Russell, Allen Brizee, Elizabeth Angeli, Russell Keck, Joshua M. Paiz,
Michelle Campbell, Rodrigo Rodriguez-Fuentes, Daniel P. Kenzie, Susan Wegener, Maryam
Ghafoor, Purdue OWL Staff. Last Edited: 2016-09-12

The following overview should help you better understand how to cite sources using MLA
eighth edition, including the list of works cited and in-text citations.

Creating a Works Cited list using the eighth edition

MLA has turned to a style of documentation that is based on a general method that may be
applied to every possible source, to many different types of writing. But since texts have become
increasingly mobile, and the same document may be found in several different sources,
following a set of fixed rules is no longer sufficient.

The current system is based on a few principles, rather than an extensive list of specific rules.
While the handbook still gives examples of how to cite sources, it is organized according to the
process of documentation, rather than by the sources themselves. This process teaches writers a
flexible method that is universally applicable. Once you are familiar with the method, you can
use it to document any type of source, for any type of paper, in any field.
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Here is an overview of the process:

When deciding how to cite your source, start by consulting the list of core elements. These are
the general pieces of information that MLA suggests including in each Works Cited entry. In
your citation, the elements should be listed in the following order:

1. Author.

2. Title of source.

3. Title of container,
4. Other contributors,
5. Version,

6. Number,

7. Publisher,

8. Publication date,
9. Page number,

10. Location.

Each element should be followed by the punctuation mark shown here. Earlier editions of the
handbook included the place of publication, and required punctuation such as journal editions in
parentheses, and colons after issue numbers. In the current version, punctuation is simpler (just
commas and periods separate the elements), and information about the source is kept to the
basics.

Author

Begin the entry with the author’s last name, followed by a comma and the rest of the name, as
presented in the work. End this element with a period.

Said, Edward W. Culture and Imperialism. Knopf, 1994.

Title of source
The title of the source should follow the author’s name. Depending upon the type of source, it
should be listed in italics or quotation marks.

A book should be in italics:
Henley, Patricia. The Hummingbird House. MacMurray, 1999.

A website should be in italics:
Lundman, Susan. "How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow, www.ehow.com/how_10727 make-
vegetarian-chili.ntml.

An Article in periodicals (journals, magazines, newspapers) should be in quotation marks:

Bagchi, Alaknanda. "Conflicting Nationalisms: The Voice of the Subaltern in Mahasweta Devi's
BashaiTudu.” Tulsa Studies in Women's Literature, vol. 15, no. 1, 1996, pp. 41-50.
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Title of container

Unlike earlier versions, the eighth edition refers to containers, which are the larger wholes in
which the source is located. For example, if you want to cite a poem that is listed in a collection
of poems, the individual poem is the source, while the larger collection is the container. The title
of the container is usually italicized and followed by a comma, since the information that follows
next describes the container.

Kincaid, Jamaica. "Girl." The Vintage Book of Contemporary American Short Stories, edited by
Tobias Wolff, Vintage, 1994, pp. 306-07.

The container may also be a television series, which is made up of episodes.

“94 Meetings.” Parks and Recreation, created by Greg Daniels and Michael Schur, performance
by Amy Poehler, season 2, episode 21, Deedle-Dee Productions and Universal Media
Studios, 2010.

The container may also be a website, which contains articles, postings, and other works.

Zinkievich, Craig. Interview by Gareth VVon Kallenbach. Skewed & Reviewed, 27 Apr. 2009,
www.arcgames.com/en/games/star-trek-online/news/detail/1056940-skewed-%2526-
reviewed-interviews-craig. Accessed 15 Mar. 20009.

In some cases, a container might be within a larger container. You might have read a book of
short stories on Google Books, or watched a television series on Netflix. You might have found
the electronic version of a journal on JSTOR. It is important to cite these containers within
containers so that your readers can find the exact source that you used.

“94 Meetings.” Parks and Recreation, season 2, episode 21, NBC, 29 Apr.
2010. Netflix, www.netflix.com/watch/70152031?trackld=200256157 &tctx=0%2C20%2C09
74d361-27cd-44de-9c2a-2d9d868b9f64-12120962.

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical
Journal, vol. 50, no. 1, 2007, pp. 173-96. ProQuest, doi:10.1017/S0018246X06005966.
Accessed 27 May 2009.

Other contributors

In addition to the author, there may be other contributors to the source who should be credited,
such as editors, illustrators, translators, etc. If their contributions are relevant to your research, or
necessary to identify the source, include their names in your documentation.

Note: In the eighth edition, terms like editor, illustrator, translator, etc., are no longer

abbreviated.

Foucault, Michel. Madness and Civilization: A History of Insanity in the Age of
Reason. Translated by Richard Howard, Vintage-Random House, 1988.

Woolf, Virginia. Jacob’s Room. Annotated and with an introduction by VVara Neverow, Harcourt,
Inc., 2008.

Version
If a source is listed as an edition or version of a work, include it in your citation.
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The Bible. Authorized King James Version, Oxford UP, 1998.
Crowley, Sharon, and Debra Hawhee. Ancient Rhetorics for Contemporary Students. 3rd
ed., Pearson, 2004.

Number

If a source is part of a numbered sequence, such as a multi-volume book, or journal with both

volume and issue numbers, those numbers must be listed in your citation.

Dolby, Nadine. “Research in Youth Culture and Policy: Current Conditions and Future
Directions.” Social Work and Society: The International Online-Only Journal, vol. 6,
no.2, 2008, www.socwork.net/sws/article/view/60/362. Accessed 20 May 2009

“94 Meetings.” Parks and Recreation, created by Greg Daniels and Michael Schur, performance
by Amy Poehler, season 2, episode 21, Deedle-Dee Productions and Universal Media
Studios, 2010.

Quintilian. Institutio Oratoria. Translated by H. E. Butler, vol. 2, Loeb-Harvard UP, 1980.

Publisher

The publisher produces or distributes the source to the public. If there is more than one publisher,

and they are all are relevant to your research, list them in your citation, separated by a forward

slash (/).

Klee, Paul. Twittering  Machine. 1922. Museum of  Modern  Art, New  York. The
Artchive, wwwe.artchive.com/artchive/K/klee/twittering_machine.jpg.html.  Accessed May
2006.

Women's Health: Problems of the Digestive System. American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists, 2006.

Daniels, Greg and Michael Schur, creators. Parks and Recreation. Deedle-Dee Productions and
Universal Media Studios, 2015.

Note: the publisher’s name need not be included in the following sources: periodicals, works
published by their author or editor, a Web site whose title is the same name as its publisher, a
Web site that makes works available but does not actually publish them (such as YouTube, Word
Press, or JSTOR).

Publication date

The same source may have been published on more than one date, such as an online version of

an original source. For example, a television series might have aired on a broadcast network on

one date, but released on Netflix on a different date. When the source has more than one date, it

is sufficient to use the date that is most relevant to your use of it. If you’re unsure about which

date to use, go with the date of the source’s original publication.

In the following example, Mutant Enemy is the primary production company, and “Hush” was

released in 1999. This is the way to create a general citation for a television episode.

“Hush.” Buffy the Vampire Slayer, created by Joss Whedon, performance by Sarah Michelle
Gellar, season 4, Mutant Enemy, 1999.

However, if you are discussing, for example, the historical context in which the episode
originally aired, you should cite the full date. Because you are specifying the date of airing, you
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would then use WB Television Network (rather than Mutant Enemy), because it was the network

(rather than the production company) that aired the episode on the date you’re citing.

“Hush.” Buffy the Vampire Slayer, created by Joss Whedon, performance by Sarah Michelle
Gellar, season 4, episode 10, WB Television Network, 14 Dec. 1999.

Location

You should be as specific as possible in identifying a work’s location.

An essay in a book or an article in journal should include page numbers.

Adiche, Chimamanda Ngozi. “On Monday of Last Week.” The Thing around Your Neck, Alfred
A. Knopf, 2009, pp. 74-94.

The location of an online work should include a URL.

Wheelis, Mark. "Investigating Disease Outbreaks Under a Protocol to the Biological and Toxin
Weapons Convention." Emerging Infectious Diseases, vol. 6, no. 6, 2000, pp. 595-
600, wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/6/6/00-0607_article. Accessed 8 Feb. 2009.

A physical object that you experienced firsthand should identify the place of location.
Matisse, Henri. The Swimming Pool. 1952, Museum of Modern Art, New York.

Optional elements

The eighth edition is designed to be as streamlined as possible. The author should include any
information that helps readers easily identify the source, without including unnecessary
information that may be distracting. The following is a list of select optional elements that should
be part of a documented source at the writer’s discretion.

Date of original publication: If a source has been published on more than one date, the writer
may want to include both dates if it will provide the reader with necessary or helpful
information. Erdrich, Louise. Love Medicine. 1984. Perennial-Harper, 1993.

City of publication:

The seventh edition handbook required the city in which a publisher is located, but the eighth
edition states that this is only necessary in particular instances, such as in a work published
before 1900. Since pre-1900 works were usually associated with the city in which they were
published, your documentation may substitute the city name for the publisher’s name.

Thoreau, Henry David. Excursions. Boston, 1863.

Date of access:

When you cite an online source, the MLA Handbook recommends including a date of access on

which you accessed the material, since an online work may change or move at any time.

Bernstein, Mark. 10 Tips on Writing the Living Web." A List Apart: For People Who Make
Websites, 16 Aug. 2002, www.alistapart.com/article/writeliving. Accessed 4 May 2009.

URLs:

As mentioned above, while the eighth edition recommends including URLS when you cite online
sources.
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DOils:

A DOlI, or digital object identifier, is a series of digits and letters that leads to the location of an

online source. Articles in journals are often assigned DOIs to ensure that the source is locatable,

even if the URL changes. If your source is listed with a DOI, use that instead of a URL.

Alonso, Alvaro, and Julio A. Camargo. "Toxicity of Nitrite to Three Species of Freshwater
Invertebrates.” Environmental Toxicology, vol. 21, no. 1, 3 Feb. 2006, pp. 90-94. Wiley
Online Library, doi: 10.1002/tox.20155.

Creating in-text citations using the eighth edition

The in-text citation is a brief reference within your text that indicates the source you consulted. It
should properly attribute any ideas, paraphrases, or direct quotations to your source, and should
direct readers to the entry in the list of works cited. For the most part, an in-text citation is
the author’s name and page number (or just the page number, if the author is named in the
sentence) in parentheses:

Imperialism is “the practice, the theory, and the attitudes of a dominating metropolitan center
ruling a distant territory” (Said 9).

Or

According to Edward W. Said, imperialism is defined by “the practice, the theory, and the
attitudes of a dominating metropolitan center ruling a distant territory” (9).

Work Cited

Said, Edward W. Culture and Imperialism. Knopf, 1994.

When creating in-text citations for media that has a runtime, such as a movie or podcast, include
the range of hours, minutes and seconds you plan to reference, like so (00:02:15-00:02:35).

Again, your goal is to attribute your source and provide your reader with a reference without
interrupting your text. Your readers should be able to follow the flow of your argument without
becoming distracted by extra information.

Final thoughts about the eighth edition

The current MLA guidelines teach you a widely applicable skill. Once you become familiar with
the core elements that should be included in each entry in the Works Cited list, you will be able
to create documentation for any type of source. While the handbook still includes helpful
examples that you may use as guidelines, you will not need to consult it every time you need to
figure out how to cite a source you’ve never used before. If you include the core elements, in the
proper order, using consistent punctuation, you will be fully equipped to create a list of works
cited on your own.

See sample (Appendix 3)

Adapted from a number of sources, such as Questia Writing Center, a

number of Internet sites, and colleagues.
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A sample from an academic paper
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Zarga Journal for Research and Studies in Humanities, Volume 17, Issue 1, pp. 74-88

Citing the above paper in Works Cited

Al-Khader, Mutasem. "Immortality, Escape and Relations between the Nightingale and the Poet
in Keats's 'Ode to a Nightingale'."Zarga Journal for Research and Studies in Humanities, UZ,
Vol. 17, no. 1, 2016, pp. 74-88.

The Poet's Relations with the Nightingale

The nightingale is a traditional symbol of poetic inspiration. Sappho, the Greek poetess, "saw in
the nightingale as a messenger of springtime, of hope, of good cheer, and renewal of
life"(McKusick 57).1t is interesting to know, as stated by Williams, that in "ancient Greek, the
word aedon means nightingale, poet, and poetry — these senses are completely interchangeable
and can all be present at once" (21).

Works Cited
McKausick, James. "The Return of the Nightingale." Wordsworth Circle, University of Montana,
Vol. 38,no. 1/2, 2007, p. 57,
http://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1008&context=eng_pubs. Accessed 4
May 2016.

Williams, Jeni. Interpreting Nightingales: Gender, Class, and Histories, Sheffield Academic
Press, 1997, p. 21.
https://books.google.ps/books?id=KGIPj5hilfgC&pg=PA3&source=gbs_selected pages&cad=2
#v=onepage&g&f=false. Accessed 18 April 2016.
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