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the neceasity of playing a subordinate role in an alliance prepared the way for the
once great empire’s ultimate position as & minor power in the Eastern Mediter-

iqﬂdmmulmwhh

H-puﬂbu-,m!lﬂ-ﬂl}.ﬂﬂanmﬁmnfﬂnhm‘ndﬂﬂhlﬁuhﬂum
1 nsver Sil= 4

Saladin whereby Isasc undertook to destroy the crusade.

The last events mentioned in the letter ocourred, apparently, in the summer of 1188;
wdhmbﬂ:mmﬂmﬂhwﬂwmdﬂmm
1188 to Archbishop Baldwin of Canterbury, in Roger of mﬁrm.ﬂwn.:.lﬂ—lu
MMN’&HI},MM!M&MW in the report of the
French embassy to Constantinople (commonly dated between Seplember and Novem-
ber 1188), in Benedict of Peterborough, Gesta regis Henrici, m, 51-58 (mentioned by
WMMNmm&Mmmh%mw#%mﬁntm

at Constantinople (spring early summer 1187), as brother-in-law €]

Isaac, so that he had every opportunity of learning of Isanc’s relations with
Among the other possible sources of his information, the writer of the anonymous letter
mentions one: in 1186 the count of Tripoli and prince of Antioch learned of the allisnce
of Tsane and Baladin “a fidelibus suis et quibusdam Sarracenis nobilioribus, quorum con-
sanguineos Saladinus suffocaverat™ (Magnus, Chron., p. 511). In addition, Conrad's
ter (Roger of Wendover, Flores, 1, 155) reports that the Mahomerie (i.e., mosque-pulpit:
see 1. 13, above) sent by Saladin to Constantinople in 1188 and mentioned in the conclud-
ing sentence of the anonymous letter was captured by the Genoese at sea and brought to
Tyre: probably much of the writer's precise information derived from captives taken on
this oceasion.

The letter's author was noticeably proud of the defense made at Tyre against Saladin:
“Saladinus vietus ignominiose ante Tyrum™ (Magnus, Chron., p. §12). The probable cor-
rectness of the gift lists in the anonymous letter is shown by the similar list of those sent
Isaac in 1192 by Saladin, as stated in Issac’s complaint to the Genoese (November 1182),
in Banguineti and Bertolotto, “Doc. gen.,” loe. cil, p. 448453 (Dolger, Regesten, No.
that the e ' g thm'ﬁu‘mhu fall 1168, from Con-

t the anonymous is & genuing summer or fall 11
Mwhm&ﬂﬁm“ﬂmmﬂ“ﬁgﬂkﬂﬂumﬁh&

i
|

¥

On the subject of this letter, soc Ricgler, “Kreussug,” loe. ¢if., p. 36, n. 8; Reinhold
Rahricht, Brifrlgs zur Geschickle der Krewmmiige, 1 (Berlin, 1878), 190-102; the same
suthor's Konigreich Jerusalem, p. 484, n. 1; Cognasso, “Isacco IL lac.n'i..p.!ﬂl.n.l.

and p. 257, n. 1-5,
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180 The Byzantines and Saladin, 11851192

The alliance produced a visible reduction in the empire's prestige and self-
esteem. In the realm of political theory, Byzantium had scarcely admitted any
nation to be its equal since the demise of Sassanid Persin; because the Roman
Empire was God's chosen vehicle for the Christianigation and governance of the
world, no state could or should approach it except as & humble suppliant. While
secking the friendship of SBaladin, the Byzantine emperors sought to perpetuate
this image, as when Andronicus demanded Salsdin’s homage and Isaac sent a
crown with a declaration intended to convey the idea that Bysantium retained
the right of granting or withholding all legitimate titles. When Saladin ignored
or repulsed these moves, the realities of the situation soon forced Byzantium into
& deaidedly subordinate position, for it was clearly the weaker partner. Isaac was
forced to accept the humilisting devastation inflicted by the German crusaders
in the hope that Saladin would eventually reward him for his loyal service. No
reconeiliation between Byzantine pretensions and the facts of politics was at-
tempted; the clzim to supremeacy was quietly dropped as Andronicus’ bluster sub-
sided into Isanc’s whine. The Byzantine historian, Nicetas Choniates, a high gov-
ernment official who could scarcely have been ignorant of something that was
public knowledge in the West, never mentions the alliance with Saladin.®

In the end, the alliance between ancient enemies against the Latin interloper
failed; Saladin was too distant to protect Isanc Angelus from his foes, and the
Byzantines were in no condition to offer serious resistance to crusaders. The Mus-
lim estimate of the value of the alliance is bluntly stated in & letter of al-Fadil,
written while Guy of Cyprus was an ally of Saladin:

You should attribute no importance to our negotistions with the ruler of Canstantinople
in regard to the aid we ought to lend him against Cyprus, for we promised it only when
the country was in our enemies’ hands. In truth, the Greek king has never spoceeded in
I:.ulnt?'pn- we gain nothing from his frendship, and need fear nothing from his
Isaac’s own appraisal was even gloomier: “It seems to My Empire, that the only
result of my friendship with you has been to dmw down upon me the hatred of
the Franks and of all their kind.”™ The alliance with Saladin added much to the
rising Western hostility for Byzantium which culminated in the diversion of the
Fourth Crusade and the Latin capture of Constantinople. Isaac's acceptance of

Anstruther, Caxton Boclety Publications (London, 1851), p. 07; Chrewica regia colowiensls (Annalss
marimd colomirnses), od. Georg Waits, S5RG in wsum scholarum (Hanover, 1830), p. 147; Regni ther.
Firl, brevia, pp. 140-141; mxmmdwm MGH 85, xxm (Han-
over, 1874), 181.

*® The only mention by Nicetas is an indirect quotation of what the Germans were saying about
Isanc’s conduet; in describing his own pesce-making activities during the conflict with Barbarces in
Threce, be says: “And we ourselves returning [to Constantinople] s Eitle later relsbed everything,
declaring that the Germans said there was no difference betwesn the faithful Emperor of the Romans®
ignoring the treaticn of the western Christisns and bis making o treaty with the ruler of the Sara-
cens . . " (Nicetas, Hist, p. 536). Even this statement treats the allisnce with Saladin as & hypo-
thetical alternative,

7 Aby Bamah, Lieve des dous jordine, p. 510,

® Bohadin, Life of Saladin, p. 201.
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The Byzaniines and Saladin, 1185-1192 179

man emperor, and the pope, the Eastern Empire leaned on the expanding Ialamie
power in Syria and Egypt. Isanc Angelus, in particular, derived a sense of confi-
dence and security from it which ultimately led him into difficulties. His hostility
to Barbarossa sprang largely from this cause; in order to fulfil his part of the
treaty, he had to oppose any crusading army which entered the Byzantine do-
mains. The rewards promised were goals Andronicus and the earlier Comneni
had striven for, namely, recovery of rebellious Cyprus, repossession of the Holy
Land, and re-establishment of the tenth century boundaries in Asia Minor. The
failure of the alliance with Saladin forced a complete reversal of policy in the
form of a rapprochement with the smaller Western powers in order to counter
the growing ambitions of Henry VI.

That the alliance had any great effect on the course of events in the Levant ap-
pears doubtful. Isaac’s relations with the Melkites may have speeded the sur-
render of Jerusalem, but the city was in no condition to hold out against the
overwhelming force of the Muslims. Had Barbarossa's crusade actvally reached
the Holy Land in full strength and with undiminished discipline, it might have
materially altered the situstion, but its destruction was by no means the work
of Isaac. His strongest attacks amounted to little more than pinpricks, and the
crusaders suffered more from the terrain and climate than from the emperor. The
Byzantines derived little tangible benefit from their alliance with Saladin; al-
though some of the churches of the Holy Land came into the possession of the
Orthodox, Cyprus, captured by the Latins, became an ally of Saladin before his
death, and Iconium remained in Muslim hands. Isaac’s alliance with Saladin, al-
though fateful for the empire, altered little the situation in the Orient.

The evil effects of the tie with the Muslims on Byzantium’s reputation were
more enduring. The Latins of Syria were frankly alarmed st such a conjunction,
and sought to stigmatize it throughout Europe. Frederick Barbarossa, while in
Thrace, even instructed his son to urge the pope to preach & crusade against the
Byzantines. The preference of Richard the Lion-Hearted, Philip Augustus, and
later erusades for the sea-route is not unconnected with Isaac’s relations with the
enemies of the Cross. Recollection of this policy surely influenced the men of the
Fourth Crusade, and it had certainly served to discredit the Eastern Empire.
Throughout the twelfth century, at the time of the crusades of 1101, during
Bohemond’s conflict with Alexius Comnenus, and after the Second Crusade,
charges of Byzantine complicity with the Muslims had been levelled; in the pres-
ent instance they were justified. ®

% For the alarm of the Syrisn Latins, se the anonymouws letier from the East, Conrad of Mont-
ferrat’s letter to Baldwin of Canterbury, and the Prench embasay’s report, all frequantly cited above.
Frederiek Barbarcasa’s appeal for & crussde ls contained in his letter of 18 November 1180 to Henry
V1, in Anshert, Hist, pp. 42-43. For Western knowledge of Isaac’s alliance with Saladin, see, in addi-
tion to the sources for Barbarcas's crusade: Comtinuatio wningarfmns Chromiei Hugonis a Sanclo
Fiotore, ed. Ludwig Welland, in Monuments Welforum antiqus (SSRG in wsum scholarum) (Han-
over, 1888), p. 83; William of Newburgh, Historia rerum englicarsm, ed. Richard Howlstt, in Chron-
icles of the Reigns of Stephen, Henry 1T, and Richard I, Rolls Series, 1 (London, 1554), 328; Richard of
London, Finarariwm peregrisorum af perta regis Ricardi, ed. Willism Stubbs, in Chronicles and Memo-
rials of the Reign of Richard I, Rolls Series, 1 (London, 1884), 48; Ralph Niger, Chrowica, ed. Robert
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178 The Byzantines and Saladin, 1185-1192

alleged to have formerly existed; they included demands for the True Cross
(that is, the fragments which Saladin had captured), for Orthodox possession of
the churches of Jerusalem (which Saladin meditated yielding to Latin clergy as
part of the price of Richard the Lion-Hearted’s departure), for an offensive and
defensive alliance between the two powers, and for a joint naval expedition
against Cyprus. Although Saladin allegedly refused all these terms (actuslly, he
may have given the envoy a piece of the True Croas), he despatched Ibn al-
Bezzay, an Egyptian, as ambassador to Constantinople, to return with the By-
santine.®

As usual, Saladin sent rich gifts with his representative; these included horses,
wild and tame animals from Egypt and Libya, aloe wood, balsam, and twenty-
seven golden horse-trappings studded with gems and pearls. Isaac later evaluated
these presents at 6675 hyperpers. In the late summer or early autumn the By-
zantine and Saracen envoys sailed for Constantinople on a Yenetian ship belong-
ing to & certain Pordano. At sea, evidently near Rhodes, the vessel fell in with a
fleet of Genoese and Pisan corsairs under the command of Guglielmo Grasso,
who was rapidly making himself the terror of the region. The Venetian ship was
pillaged, and Isasc’s and Saladin’s emissaries were all put to death. At this time,
according to a later story, a Pisan named Forte seized the fragment of the True
Cross which Saladin’s envoys were carrying; he took it to the Pisan fortress of
Bonifacio, on the coast of Corsica, where it was captured by the Genoese in 1195
and added to the relics treasured by the city. In November 1102 Isaac com-
plained to Genoa and Pisa about this and other piratical outrages, and from
Genoa he appears to have obtained some compensation for the financial losses he
had sustained. The Bysantine emperor's relations with Saladin, however, were
terminated by this event. Saladin was disillusioned with Isanc’s military capabil-
ities, while Isaac finally realized that Saladin was too distant to protect him from
the Latins. By the time of Saladin’s death in 1103 Isaac Angelus had reversed his
policy and formed alliances with Genoa and Pisa, the pope, and the Sicilian Nor-
mans, which he hoped would relieve him of his former dependence upon the Mus-
lima.™

From 1185 to 1192 the alliance with Saladin was the cormerstone of Byzantine
foreign policy. In the face of the hostility of Normans, Pisans, Genoese, the Ger-

= Bohadin, Life of Soladin, pp. 834-835 (Délger, Regasten, No. 1608); Cognasso, “Tsscco TL" fo.
ik, pp. 276-278; Steven Hunciman, 4 Hisory of the Crurades, m1 (Cambridge, England, 1858), 88,
TE-T4.

¥ [nanc retails the story of Grasso's atiack in Uhsee different places: the letlers of complaint to
Genoa and Pisa (Sanguinet] and Bertolotts, “Doc. gen.,” loc, 6if., pp. $48-428; Muller, Doz, tose., p.
86), and the 1163 chrysobull Lo Genoa (Sanguineti snd Bertalotto, “Doc. gen.,” loc. eil., pp. 454-484)
(Délger, Rogesien, Nos 1612, 1018, and 1618). The story of Porte in in Ragmi dhoroaclymiont brovis
hisioria, ed. Luigi Tommaso Belgrano, Annali genovesi di Caffaro e de’ swoi continuatori dal MXCIX
al MCCXCIL, 1 [Fonli per la storia d'Ttalis, pubblicate dall’ Istitulo storico italisns, xi] (Genoa,
1800), 140-141; see J. K. Fotheringham, *‘Genoa and the Fourth Crusade,” Enghish Historical Reviee,
xxv (1610), 28-20. A. Frolow, Recherckes sur la désiction de la [V Croisade vors (Paris,
1058), p. 68, in his survey of the histories of various fragments of the True Cross, mentions that
Isaac's 1192 embaasy requested it from Saladin, but does not include the story of Porte.
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The Byzantines and Saladin, 1185-1192 177

ers was made known to Saladin by reports of their progress through Asia Minor;
the most notable of these bulleting was a letter from Basil, bishop of Ani and
catholicos of Armenis, an Arsacid who favored Saladin out of hatred for the pro-
Latin Roupenids of Cilician Armenia. The bishop gave an exaggerated account of
the strength, discipline, and endurance of the Germans, and the Arabic historians
of the period reflect the dread which Barbarossa's advance produced in their
camp. In June 1190 Frederick drowned at the border of the Roupenid territory,
and his army broke up almost immediately; Saladin, though, already knew
enough to evaluate Isaac’s deeds at their real worth. When, in the early summer
of 1190, Isaac sent him word of Barbarossa’s passage across the Straits and suffer-
ings in Anatolia at the hands of the nomadic Turkomans who inhsbited the
fringes of the sultanate of Rum, Saladin did not even reply.

In the summer of 1191 Issac again sent Saladin a messenger equipped with
gifts, & letter, and & verbal message; he was received by Saladin’s brother, al-
Adil Saladin's foreign minister, al-Fadil, has preserved a résumé of the Byzantine
statement. Isaac boasted that he had rejected repestod Western demands for
assistance, declared that he had closed the passes and put his fortresses on guard
against the erusaders, and alleged that he had excused to the Latins his failure to
participate in the crusade by claiming that the ravages of pestilence and lack of
supplies rendered postponement necessary. Al-Fadil then makes an appraisal of
Isaac’s motives and achievements which may represent a summary of al-Adil's
reply. The Byzantine emperor, he declares, merely wished to defend his own lands
against the crusaders, while pretending to act in the Muslims® interests. As to the
patriarchate of Jerusalem, which now depended on him, Isaac was said to have
told the Latins that his control lasted only until the Western ruler gave it to one
of his own followers. By this excuse, Isanc had allegedly kept the Latins away
from his own person, especially after Muslim prayer in the name of the Abbasid
caliph hed been established at Constantinople. Finally, according to al-Fadil,
Saladin rejected all Bysantine requests which might damage the caunse of Islam,
& statement which suggests that the Byzantine emperor had again desired Sala-
din to give him control of the Holy Land or join in an attack on Iconium.®

The emperor, although once more beginning to seek allies in the West because
of the growing strength of Henry VI of Hohenstaufen, did not yet despair en-
tirely of the fulfillment of Saladin's promises. On 15 May 1192 an ambassador
from Constantinople reached Jerusslem and two days later was admitted to
Saladin's presence. His requests were & repetition of the clauses of the treaty

¥ Dn Proderick's sdvanoe and death, sce Ansbhert, Hisl, pp. 76-02; Hisl. peregrinorum, pp. 156-17%;
Riesler, “Kreusang,” loo, ¢it., pp. 56-70. On Mancel I's attack on Icondum, see Perdinand Chalandon,
Joam 1] Comnine (1115-1148) of Manuel I Comnine (1143-1150) (Paris, 1919; reprinted New Yark,
1060), pp. 250-203. Frederick's losses are reported in a lstier (Philippopolis, 18 November 1189) to
Henry VI, In Amsbart, Hirl., p. 43. For reports on Barbarcesa's progres, see Bobadin, Life of Saladin,
pp. 170-171, 162-188 (including the Armenian Catholicos” ketter), 108, On Isanc's letter, which is not
mentioaed by Délger, and the date of which can enly be conjectured, soe the report of Imad ed-Drin,
quoted in Abu Bamah, Lirre dev dews jording, pp. 497488,

B This embasy, mh&.muwm»m-m_ﬂnﬂhm
Rihricht, Konigraich Jermmlom, p. 497, . 2, dabes [t summer 1101, on the basis of context.
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176 The Byzantines and Saladin, 11851192

responded with you for a long time past. Let this be done as soon as possible. I pray that
the coming of the Germans, of which you have heard so many reports, may not weigh
fusion. Written in the year 1501 [of the id era, equivalent to.1 September 1189-81
August 1190]

The querulous, frustrated tone of the letter, the repeated demands for a clear
definition of Saladin’s sims, the contradictory statements on whether the cru-
saders would succeed in reaching Syria, all betray Isaac's consciousness of his
fuilure to destroy Barbarossa and his bitterness over Saladin’s procrastination.
In February-April 1190, at the very moment he was making peace with Fred-
erick and allowing him to cross the Straits, Isaac wrote again reminding Saladin
that he had re-established public prayer in the name of the Abbasid caliph in the
mosque of Constantinople and affirming anew his friendship for the Muslims. He
also explained that he had been forced to allow Frederick to pass, but declared
that the German emperor and his army would be in no condition to fight when
they did reach Syria alive:

He has experienced every type of deception on the way; the sufferings he has endured and
the shortage of his supplies have weakened and troubled him. He will not reach your
country in any shape useful to himsell or his army; he will find his grave there without
being able to return and will fall victim to his own trap.”*

Isaac repeated that he had done everything possible to destroy Barbarossa’s
army, and again pleaded with Saladin to send him 2n envoy with replies to the
Byzantine requests. According to Saladin's secretary, Imad ed-Din, the sultan
was favorably impressed and took action in accord with Isaac’s desires; this
probably means only that Saladin sent another embassy to Constantinople.”
Frederick Barbarossa, in the meantime, left the Byzantine Empire and
marched through Asia Minor to [conium, capital of the sultanste of Rum. This
city, whose walls had withstood Manuel Comnenus, he stormed without diffi-
culty—an achievement which must have shown to Saladin that Isnac Angelus’
alleged decimation of the crusader army was largely fictitions. Frederick’s own
estimate of his losses in Thrace, somewhat over & hundred men up to 18 Novem-
ber 1180, after extensive guerrilla warfure, raids on Byzantine towns, and two
engagements with Isaac’s army, shows that Isaac had achieved little of his plan
to destroy the crusaders; Barbarossa did, however, admit that his horses had been
reduced in number. The ineffectiveness of Isaac’s attacks on the German crusad-

* Bohadin, Life of Saladin, pp. 109-201 (Dolger, Rapesien, No. 1601); the paragraphing is mine.
The genuineness of this letter is beyond doubt; not ounly is the deseription of the letter convincing and
the slutation characteristic (cf. for cxample Ismac's letter of November 1192 in Sanguineti and Berto-
lotto, "Doe. gon.,” loe. #il., p. #18), but the words and tone are pure Inssc Angelus. The Seleculd era
wau probably used in the dating clavse as & aystem common to both eultures, without offensive re-
b tadi

 Tsanc's letter (Dolger, Repesten, No. 1004) is quoted thus by Imad ed-Din, Saladin’s secretary, in
ahﬂﬂmb}lh&ﬂhlhihhﬂ#ﬂhmmmmwdhuﬂ-
parts of this letter abow it Lo have been different from the previous ons, of about Discember 11892
Délger, No, 1601,

* Abu Lisre dev deuz jardine, pp. 470471,
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tended his raids, seized Adrisnople, and even planned a siege of Constantinople.
Not until February 1190 did the Byzantine emperor finally give up hope of Sara-
cen aid, admit defeat, and agree to the Treaty of Adrianople, which granted
Frederick markets, passage to Asia Minor, and hostages to ensure Byzantine
good behavior.!?

In the light of Frederick’s successes, Isaac’s letter of sbout December 1180

carried by the replacement for the deceased envoy to Saladin, who was then at
the siege of Acre, appeared a mixture of self-pity, bravado, and pleas for concrete
acts on Saladin's part. A text of this letter, undoubtedly genuine and accom-
panied by & description of its appearance, has survived in a biography of Saladin
by one of his companions; it vividly reveals Isaac’s misgivings at a crucial mo-
ment of the alliance:
This envoy brought & letter about the matter under consideration. We will describe this
document, and give a copy of the translation, It was written in wide lines, but narrower
than in the writing of Baghdad. The translation on both back and front was in the second
section; between the two the seal had been affixed. This seal was of gold, and had been
stamped with & portrait of the King just as wax ls impressed with a seal; it weighed
fifteen dimars. The two sections of the letter ran as follows:

“From Alsakins [Isasc] the King, servant of the Messiah, crowned by the grace of God,
ever glorious and victorious Afghakds [imperial], ruling in the name of God, the invincible
congueror, the autocrat of the Greeks, Angelos, to His Excellency the Sultan of Egypt,
S3lih ed-Din, sincere affection and friendship.

*The letter written by Your Excellency to My Empire [Byzantine diplomsatic form,
equivalent to '{hrh[nm"lhuhunktrmﬂwd. We have perused it, and have
been informed thereby of the death of our ambassador, This has oceasioned us great grief,
mare especially becanse be died in a strange land, leaving unfinished the business with
which My Empire had c¢harged him, and on which be was to confer with Your Excellancy.
Your Excellency doubtless intends us an amhassador to inform our Empire of the
decimion that has been made relative bnthnbmnlmththmmtdwhid:w

2 o p
ool e T o S el o b i rpor
more on my on.
Thurhuuhmmmwmdmm& they lost & great number of
soldiers, and it was with great difficulty that they escaped my brave troops. They were so
exhausted that they cannot reach your dominions; and even if they should succeed in
mﬂn;lhmlhymuhdmmtothmﬂbwqwmﬂthwmﬁﬂw
injury on Your Excellency. Considering these things, [ am much astonished that you have
g rararg by o e Yl ﬂhﬁm“mﬁ“ﬂm
to seems Lo pire, my
mhnhnhdrnduwnmm hatred of the Franks and of all
thei:kiud Ym!mﬂawmmmmmﬂnqmdhmw, of send-
ing me an ambassador to inform me of the decision in the business upon which I have cor-

¥ O the death of Isaac’s envoy, and the sending of & replacement, soe Bobadin, Life of Saladin, pp.
199-201 (Dulger, Regenten, No. 1801). Frederick's successes are described in Bishop Distpold’s lotter
in Magnus, (hron., pp, 500-510; Ansbert, Hist, pp. ¥7-84; Hisl. peregrinorum, pp. 181-148; Nicetas,
Hid., pp. 520-020, 583036, Seo aleo Cognamo, “Taneco I1," loe. &, pp. 253-200; Rissler, “Krous-
g, foo. elf., pp. 28-58; Zimmert, “Deutsch-bys. Konflikt," loo. #il., pp. 45-T0.
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174 The Byzantines and Saladin, 1185-1198

At the same moment that Isase seized the bishop of Miinster’s embassy, he
sent envoys to Saladin, evidently to confirm the alliance; they reached him in
August-September 1189 at Merj *Ayun in Syria. In addition to the terms already
known to the Latins, a clause regarding a joint attack on Cyprus was included at
this time or not long afterwards. It is probable that a future Byzantine subjugs-
tion of the sultanate of Rum (and perhaps even of Cilician Armenia and Anti-
och) was envisaged, since Isaac would scarcely have exposed himself to the cer-
tain ravages of the crusading army without specific promises of substantial terri-
torial compensation. Saladin, who greatly feared Barberossa, would have had no
hesitation n giving away someone else’s territory in return for the destruction of
the German army. The Byzantines also invited Saladin to send a new religious
embassy, in place of the one captured by the Genoese, to insugurate the khotha
(Muslim invocation) in the name of the Abbasid caliph at the mosque in Con-
stantinople. Saladin was naturally eager to comply, and so, in addition to an am-
bassador, sent an imam, a pulpit, and several muezzing and reeders of the
Koran. They were well received, and the first khotha took place in the presence of
a crowd of Muslim merchants and travellers.™

When Isaac’s envoy died in Syria, probably during the latter part of the sum-
mer of 1189, he sent another to complete the negotiations. Isaac hoped to secure
military assistance from Saladin, for Frederick Barbarossa was experiencing
little difficulty in handling the Byzantine forces which opposed him, and the
emperor thought news of these events would already be reaching Syria. Guerrills
opposition had harassed the German emperor from the moment he entered the
Byzantine Empire at Branitchevo. Between Nish and Sofia he drove s Byzan-
tine army from its fortifications; near Philippopolis he again defeated Isaac’s
forces. Having obtained definite information of the eaptivity of the bishop of
Miinster’s embassy, Barbarossa undertook to compel its release by devastating
Thrace from Enos to Thessalonica. Although the bishop and his companions
were freed (about 20 October 1189), Isaac remained true to Saladin and refused to
allow the Germans passage to Asia; in mid-November he wrote them that Thrace
was & deathirap from which they could never escape. Frederick thereupon ex-

Constantinople, which may well have been the embassy of 11588 or 1188, by a ship belonging to Symon
Muonus, In Constantinople the court seized 3000 hyperpers from him, and the Great Logothets and
Sebastos Comanus (Comnenus? Chumnes?) threw him in priscn. He was only released by giving his
brother and nephew as hostages; they died of privations in prison. Meanwhile, the court forced him to
enrry some Hungarisns overseas (i.e, to twe Holy Land), for which service the trensurer promised him
thirtsen hundred hyperpers, of which he received only six hundred petty bezants The clrcumatance
that Symon had to trassport Hungarfans (with whose king Issac was allied by mamiage and by
polizy) to the Holy Land suggests & date during the Third Crossde, and Saladin is not known to have
sent any full-scale embassy to Constantinople between the religious one of August-Seplember 1180
and the one destroyed by pirates in 1192, The reason for Symon Musonus’ sufferings is not clear; was
ke beld responaible for allowing the capture of the polpit in 11887

# On the treaty snd Isssc’s embassy, see Dilger, Regorten, Nos. 1601 and 1593. On the arvival of the
embassy and Saladin’s religious embasay, see Baha ad-Din ibn Beddad [Bobadin], The Lifsof Scladin,
trans. C. B. Conder, Palestine Pllgrims’ Text Soclety, No. 52 (Londos, 1897), pp. 108-189; Abu
Bamah, Lisrs des deser jarding, pp. €71-47%, who misdates the events to 1190; the genuineness of the
clause respecting Cyprus is shown by al-Padil's reference to it, quoted id., p. 510,
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The Byzantines and Saladin, 1185-119¢ 178
mere recollection of the Byzantine fleet sent against Cyprus in 1187, To Saladin,
however, opposition to the impending Third Crusade was vital: not only did
Isaac, at his behest, seize and imprison Latins in Constantinople who took the
Cross, but he also agreed to oppose any army which tried to prss through his
dominions. In return Saladin promised to give him the entire Holy Land, a prize
for which the Byzantines had struggled throughout the twelfth century, and for
which Andronicus had slso negotiated. The French embassy’s report from
Constantinople, written shortly after Conrad’s letter, was able to add that the
Muslim envoys were received in the emperor’s palace with more honor than was
accorded anyone else. The embuassy also asserted that on the very day their mes-
senger sct out, Isane ordered the expulsion of all Latins from the empire; if this
proclamation, which is unconfirmed elsewhere, actually was issued, it waas shortly
rescinded or modified, for during the Third Crusade the presence of Venetian
traders, Frankish mercenaries, and Latin civil servants in the Eastern Empire is
well attested. Yet by imprisoning would-be crusaders in Constantinople, Isaac
openly committed himself to a policy of hostility to the Western effort to recover
Jerusalem.™

Whether the final terms of the military alliance were concluded by the em-
bassy Saladin sent in 1188, or by one the following year, cannot be precisely de-
termined. Emissaries of the Saracen ruler were in Constantinople in June 1189,
at the moment of erisis in Isaac’s relations with Frederick Barbarossa. When in
1188 the German emperor decided to participate in the Third Crusade, he an-
nounced to Isaac his intention of passing through the Byzantine Empire on the
way to Syria. Isaac’s envoys agreed to allow his passage, furnish markets for the
crusaders, and make provision for transport across the Straits; at no time, how-
ever, did they ask for hostages to ensure the good behavior of the Germans. This
omission, contrary Lo previous Byzantine practice, suggests that even then Isaac
wag meditating hostile action. Not only was he salready deeply committed to
Saladin, but he also feared lest Barbarossa’s forces attack his capital to svenge
the numerous affronts Manuel had offered their master and also the Latin Mas-
sacre of 1182. Shortly before Barbarossa set out (11 May 1189), he despatched
the bishop of Miunster with other leading German magnates to announce to Isaac
his forthcoming arrival in Constantinople. About the middle of June, this em-
bassy arrived and soon was imprisoned, probably at the insistence of Saladin’s
representatives; in any case, the envoys® horses and other possessions were given
to the Saracens. By unlawfully seizing ambassadors, Isaac definitively com-
mitted himself against Barbarossa and his crusade, ™

U Benadict of Peterborough, Garts repls Hemrici, 1, 51-89; Roger of Wendover, Floras, 1, 158-154;
Rabricht, Regesla, Noa. 678 and €88,

1 Anshert, i, pp. 16-16; Hisl. peregrinoriem, pp. 128-180; Bishop Dietpold of Passau's lotter in
Magnus, Chron., p. 510. See also: Cognasso, “Tscco 11" bbe, oit, pp. $60-263; K. Zimmert, “Der
deutsch-bysantinische Konflikt vom Juli 1189 bis Februar 1180,” Bysantinirche Zeileckrift, x11 (1003),
434

A later Genoese souree, the instroctions issed in 1801 to Ottobono dells Croce, in Banguineti and
Bertolotto, “Doc. gen.,” loe. cil, pp. 472473, refers to the transportation of an embassy of Baladin to
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172 The Bysantines and Saladin, 1185-1192

prisoner on whom it was tested) were apparently for distribution to Western
crusaders passing through Byzantine lands; the chronicles of Frederick Bar-
barossa’s crusade contain & number of stories concerning Byzantine attempts to
destroy the Germans by such means.?

Among Saladin’s gifts on this cccasion also was o maumeria, which the em-
peror was to set up and cause to be venerated for the honor of the Saracens, ag
he had promised. The Latin word maumeria is clearly a rendering of the French
M ahomerie, something connected with the Muslim religion; it seems to have been
o minber or pulpit with steps leading up to it. Throughout the ensuing negotia-
tions with Isaac, Baladin's concern for maintenance of Islamic worship and the
fittings of the mosque in Constantinople was manifest, as a counterpart to Isaac’s
desire to have the Greek rite practiced in the churches of the Holy Land. On this
occasion, however, Saladin’s pulpit did not reach Constantinople; the Genoese
captured the ship taking this so-called “idol"” to the Bymantine capital, and
brought it to Tyre. Because the pulpit formed a concrete piece of evidence for
the alliance between the emperor and the sultan, Conrad of Montferrat (who
ruled in Tyre) circulated an announcement of its capture throughout Europe, and
an embassy sent by FPhilip II of France to Constantinople incorporated the news
in an information bulletin designed to encourage recruitment for the forth-
coming crugade. In the autumn of 1188 Isasc’s opposition to the crusade became
public knowledge in Western Europe.®®

By 20 September 1188, when Conrad of Montferrat wrote his letter reporting
the pulpit’s capture, he was sufficiently well-informed to be able to outline the
principal provisions of the alliance. Saladin had turned over all churches in con-
quered Palestine to the Orthodox, and Isaac was to accept Saladin®s form of
Muslim worship in the Constantinopolitan mosque. In connection with the siege
of Antioch, Isanc was to send a hundred galleys to asist Saladin, so Conrad
declared; this sllegation may reflect a real promise of naval assistance, or be a

2 Magnus, Chron., p. 512; oo the alleged attempts to poison Barbaroam's troope, see Ansbert,
Historia de sxpeditions Friderici imperatoris, od. A. Chroust, in Quellen sier Geschishfe dos Krouseupes
Kaiser Frisdrichs 1., MGH SERG, N5., v (Berlin, 1928), 5455, and Historia peregrinorum, A.
Chroust, ed., loe. eif, pp. 146-147.

 The soonymons letter In Magnus, Chron., p. 51%; Courad of Mootlemat's ketier (20 September
1188) to Archbishop Baldwin of Canterbury, in Roger of Wendover, Liber qui dicifur Flores hintori-
arum, ed. Heonry G. Hewlett, Rolls Series (London, 1886-1889), 1, 153; the French embamy’s report
{sutumn 1188), in Bensdict of Peterborough, Gesta ragis Henrici, ed. William Stubbe, Holls Series
{London, 1867), o, 52, as corrected by the version included in Ralph of Diceto, Opera historics, od.
mhfhm&hnﬂmlmmwmm“wm!ﬂﬂﬁ'?r

The ideatity of the “maumeria™ senl by Saladin and the “idolum™ taken by the Genosss belore 20
September 1188 rests on the fact that Saladia had to dispatch another religions embassy with s pulpit
in the summer of 1180, The identification of the “maumeria™ as a minber or pulplt was made by
Rohricht, Kimigreioh Jornmles, p. 408, 5. 2 (he does, however, confuse this captire with the pimoy
of Guglislmo Grasss in 1102). The statemsent that this was a picture of Saladin, made by 5. O, Riealer,
“Der Kreussing Kalser Friedrichs 1" Forschungen mur dadechen Geschichie, x (1870, 35, n. 4, I
clearly incorrect. Om the shaps of the pulpit, see B, Diss, "Minbar,” Eneyelopaadia of Talam, m (Leie
den and London, 1988), 409-500.

This content downloaded from 194,187 081.006 on December 11, 2016 22:40:32 P
All use subject to University of Chicape Press Terms and Conditions (hitp//ororw journale uchicapo edu’t-and-c).



The Byzantines and Saladin, 1185-1192 171

stantinople, and renewed the alliance. He was particularly gratified by his broth-
er's release from the crusaders' prison.?

Isasc replied to Saladin with a similar display of splendid gifts: four hundred
breastplates, four thousand iron lances, five thousand swords (all of which arms
he had taken in his defeat of William IT's invading army), twelve samite cloths,
two golden cups, two imperial robes, and three hundred beaver pelts; he made
gifts of samite and imperial vestments to Saladin’s brother and three sons. Most
important of all, hawever, the envoys Sovestot (Sebastos?), Aspion, and the aged
Arabic interpreter Constantius brought the sultan a gold crown and Isaac’s
declaration: “I send you this because in my opinion you now are and shall be
rightfully a king, with my assistance and God willing,”" a symbol and words
whereby (however unrealistically) the emperor sought to make evident his
suzerainty over Saladin.

The envoya sailed to Acre, where on 6 January 1188 Saladin, abandoning the
siege of Tyre, held & fall court for them and in the presence of his sons, nobles,
quent in thanking Saladin for releasing Alexius Angelus: “Through you he has
been saved and freed from the hands of the Latins, who held him in prison on
your sccount.”® Saladin inquired of the envoys concerning conditions in the em-
pire, the war with the Viachs, and the wars of other (evidently Western) rulers.
The most important news which the Byzantines brought was that a new crusade
was being summoned in the West to rescue the Holy Sepulchre.t

After some delay, during which Saladin probably received confirmation from
elsewhere of the gathering of the Third Crusade, he delermined to bind Isaac
more closely to him in order to secure his support against any part of the crusade
which might pass through the empire. He therefore sent back the Byzantine em-
bassy, together with his own ambassadors charged to negotiate such an agree-
ment. His gifts were more numercus than before: twenty Latin chargers, large
boxes of gems and balsam, three hundred strings of jewels, & chest full of aloes, &
hundred musk-sacs, twenty thousand bezants, a baby elephant, a musk-deer, an
ostrich, five leopards, thirty quintals of pepper, numerous other spices, a huge
gilver jar of poisoned wine, and great quantities of poisoned flour and grain.
These allegedly deadly foods (one whiff of the wine was said to have slain o Latin

¥ Magnus, Chron., pp. 511-512; Dilger, Regasten, No. 1579 (see alove, . 4).

* Magnus, Chron., p. 512.

10 Mapnus, Chron., p. 512,

1 Abd al-Rahmen fba Tsma'l, called Abe Bamab, Ls Hre des dews farding: Hisiirs des dews rignes,
calied de Nowr od-Din o celwi de Salak ed-Din (A.-C. Barbier de Meynard, od. and tr.), RHC HOr, 1v
(Parls, 1898), 389, quotes & letter of al-Fadil, Saladin's minister, to Seif al-Islam in Yemen, dated 584
AH, (1188-89), reparting the receipt of news from hrﬂwﬂﬁlﬂnlhﬂpl&ﬁmhudmnd
from North Africa concerning the gathering crusade. There is no to a e
from Isase Lo bring Saladin this news (as doss Dodger, Reperten, No, mdﬂd.hmhtﬂm—br
which time Saladin would have received plentitul news of this impending development), but such »
Byzantine embasey is not oot of the question. Didlger's anly evidence is the letter of al-Fadil, cited
sbove.
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170 The Byzantines and Saladin, 1185-1192

Latin states in order to secure Alexius’ release. In the spring of 1187 the Byzan-
tines sent & fleet to attack Cyprus. In the Holy Land, this armada was inter-
preted as naval support for Saladin’s offensive, but the Byzantine forces were de-
feated on Cyprus by Isasc Comnenus and the fleet was rotited by the Sicilian
Admiral Margaritone, In the meantime Saladin, motivated by Latin injuries
rather than by Isaac’s encouragements, attacked the kingdom of Jerusalem, cap-
turing the capital and most of the cosstal cities. At the fall of Acre, Alexius
Angelus was released from his prison and returned to Constantinople on =
Genoese ship; in 1201 he had still not paid his fare.?

In one respect Isaac Angelus’ friendship may have furthered Saladin’s conquest
of the Holy Land. The early surrender of Jerusalem was brought about by the
knowledge that, out of hatred for the Latins, the Greek Orthodox residents (in
Syria commonly called Melkites) were ready to betray the city. The Muslim ruler
was in communication with them through one of his aides, Joseph Batit, a Melk-
ite born im Jerusalem, who arranged for the opening of the gates by his co-
religionists. The Latin leaders, aware of the Melkites' disaffection, and perhaps
of the plot itself, made haste to yield the city. There is no known or necessary
connection between Isaac Angelus and the Melkites’ actions, but it may be
noted that Saladin’s alliance with the Byzantines involved the conversion of the
existing Latin churches in the Holy Land to the Greek rite; the Melkites of
Jerusalem were more than likely to be informed of Baladin’s promise and they
dearly had no love for their Frankish neighbors.”

Saladin, rejoicing in his successes over the crusaders, sent Isaac an embassy to
announce his good fortune. As was customary in oriental diplomacy, the ambas-
sadors brought splendid gifts for the Byzantine emperor: an elephant, fifty
Turkish saddles, & jar of balsam, s hundred Turkish bows with quivers and ar-
rows, a hundred captive Byzantines from Greece, a thousand and fifty Turkish or
Turkoman horses, and & quantity of valuable spices. Isnac was delighted with the
news and the gifts, housed the envoys in a splendid palace in the center of Con-

* Magrus, Chron., pp. 511-512; Nicetas, Hisl, pp. 488-485; Isidoro La Lumia, Sioris ricilians, 1
(Palermo, 1681), 585-537; Perdinand Chalandon, Histors de [a domination normande en Tialie ef en
Bieils (Paris, 1907; reprinted New York, 1080), u, 415; Cognamo, “Tsacco I1,” loe. i, pp. 288, 257-
288, The Genosse ship is mentionad in the instroctions of 4 May 1801 to the Genose envoys, in
Angels Sanguinet] and Gerolamo Bertolotto, ed., “Nuovo serie di documenti sulle relasioni di Genova
coll” Impero bisantine,” A ddla Societd Ligurs di Storia Pairia, xxvm (1896-1808), 471 (see the
taxtual emendation by Cogaasso, “Tsacco I1,” foc. eil., p. 857, 0. 8).

" This informathon comes from an anoaymous History of the Pabriarobs of Alarondria (Sipor-al-abd.
al-Batarikah, contained in Paris. MS, ar, 302), which has been partially published in translation in the
notes to Bdgar Blochet's “Histoire d'Egypte de Makrizi,” Revus do FOrient Latin, 1x (1002), 20, n. 8
{p. 80 for the cited material) — the separale publication (Paris, 1008) is not available to me — , and
in less complete form in Joscph T'. Reinaud, od., Extroils der hisdoriens arabes, which forms Vol. IV of
Joseph Michaud, ed., Biblisthique des Croisades (Paria, 1829), p. 207, n. 1. On the author, an early
thirteenth-century Jacobite Arab who ls markedly favorable to Saladin, see Reinaud, p. xxii. See also
MGMFM#MJJ- Ropeums frame de Jiruralem, i (Paris, 1685), 811-812, Bar

Hebracus, Chronography, trans. E. A. Walls Budge, 1 (London, 1932), 327, testifiea that scon after
the conquest of Jerusalem, Baladin let the Greek Patriarch adminster the church,
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The Byzantines and Saladin, 1185-1192 169

on the other hand, was expanding, and his imminent triumph over the crusader
siates was perceptible to all. The subordination of the Arab world to the Byzan-
tine, at this point, was unthinkable; yet the demand for it represented a tradi-
tional Byzantine view that for the emperor, God's earthly represeatative, to
treat with anyone else on a basis of equality was inconceivable. That Andronicus

wag indulging in more than a rhetorical flourish is shown by his demand for
Imuﬂunmdthemdhlutme.&hdmmtbujwledthekmme
claim to suzerainty. )

Saladin’s response to Andronicus was received by the new emperor, Isaac I1
Angelus, who, with the Normans threatening the capital itself, was delighted to
find an ally. He confirmed the treaty (presumably as revised by Saladin) in &
chrysobull and summoned his brother Alexius back from Saladin’s court.!

Alexius Angelus was still & guest of the sultan, as Isanc had formerly been.
When, about 1188, Isaae recalled his brother, he set out, but as rumor of the
Byzantine-Muslim alliance had already reached the crusader states, when he was
passing through Acre the count of Tripoli seized and imprisaned him. During his
confinement the Pisans assisted him with loans, which he later neglected to re-
pey.¥ On learning of this action, Isasc wrote to Saladin urging him to attack the

4 Magrus, (ron., p. 511. Délger, Rapeaiem, No. 1570, dates this treaty to late 1187 (after the fall
of Jerusalem), but the better in Magnus, Chron., pp. 511-512, makes & clear distinction between the
two e basabes,

% The only detailed sccount of Issac and Alexins’ sojourn with Baladin is the letter in Magnos,
(hron., p. 511-512; the Plans' losns are mentionsd in Lmac's chryschall to Pha (Febroary 119%),
in Giussppe Miiller, od., Documenti sulle rolariond dells silid doacane coll' Oriemle cristions & ool Tarchi
finy all" anno M DX X XI (Flovence, 1579}, p. 41, 50 (Duiger, Regerion, No. 1007); Alexing' presumce in
Syria ls also attested by: Nicetas Choniates, Historia, Immanuel Bekker, ed., Corpus Scriptorem
Historine Bysantinas (Bonn, 1885), p. 708; Geoffrel de Villehardouin, Conguite de Consiandinople, ed.
Natalis de Wailly, 3rd od. (Paris, 1852), p. 40; idem, od. Edmond Farsl (Paris, 1055-1888), 1, 70;
Robert de Clari, La conquite ds Constantinople, od. Philipps Laver (Paris, 1024), p. 21, 25-29. Evi-
dence for Isaac's visit 1o Syria is contained in John Kamatercs, “Adver Sraypmefels owrifor b rif
dopr i riv plran 1ok eopurdror Mropor sal breprime xvpol “Tvkmy roff Eopargped,” W. Regel, od.,
Fenfes Rerum Bysentinarien, 1 (5t Potersburg, 1892-1017), £50-252, which relates how Lsaac flod from
Andronicus through inhabited cities, desert places, and mountains tom by chasms (evidently the
Trurus), bow God made all smooth hefore him, wnd how be had & vision of Jacob's ladder while asleep
in Harran (whose nams, the orstor declarss, might be rendered “on the earth or on the ground™ los.
i, p. #5%). Harran is s town in Syria, near Edesss, on s route which might be used by one wishing to
avoid Armenia and the Latin territories. This spesch, which alludes to Andronicu’ downfall und the
defest of the Normans, was probably delivered on @ January 1186; the analysis of the part of the om-
tion here referred to in Max Bechmann, Dis Rede des Joonnes Syropulos an den Kaiser Tsaak [1.
Angelos (1185-1155) (Test wnd Kommeniar) nebst Britrligen mur Gerchichts des Koisers aus selgents-
rirchen rhslorischen Quellen (Munich, 1035), pp. 43-48, omits the reference Lo Harran and apparently
misconstroes this part of the speech: Isanc's flight acrom Constantinople (11 September 1185) would
bardly be described in thess terms. [saac must have been in Syria during the sarly part of 1183 (he was
st Nicaen, loading a revolt agsinst Andronicus, by September 1183); soe Nicotas, Hist., pp. 345, 340,
On Lsmac and Alexive in Syria, see alio Wilkelm Heyd, Hirotrs du commares du Lovand aw Mogen-Age,
trans, Furecy Raynaud, 1 (Leipeig, 1885), 250, n. #; Francesco Cognasso, “Un imperatore bisntine
dells decadensa: Isacco IT Angelo,” Bessarions, xxx (1918), 257, V. Laurent, “Rome et Byaance sous
le pontificat de Cilestin IIT (1191-1196)," Eshes £'Orient, xorxmx (1940-1042), 49, 67, arguees that
Isaac’s residence in Syria waa the basis of his allience with the Muslims; there is no evidence, however,
for his view that the alliance persistad under Alexios T and caused hasitations in the papscy’s deal-
ingn with that emperor.
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168 The Byzantines and Saladin, 1185-1198

with earliar ones. The efforts of Manuel Comnenus to recover loat provinces in
Ttaly had alienated the Western Empire, the Norman kingdom of Sicily, and
Venice with its powerful fleet. In 1182 the great massnere of resident Ttalians in
Comgtantinople aggrieved (enoa and Fisa, whose citizens ware the chief mffarers;
they naturally thought of vengeance. All of these powers were spurred on by fugi-
tives from the tyranny of Andronicus, especially members of the aristocracy and
great landowning class. The king of Hungary struck across the Danube as far as
Sofia. In 1185 William II of Sicily sent his armies acrosa the Adriatic, accom-
panied by & Comnenus claimant for the throne who roused the prospect of revolt
in his behalf. The Morman army captured and saclked Thessalonica, the empire's
second city, and advanced on the capital itself, Baset on all sides and under the
immediate pressure of this invasion and threatened rebellion, Andronicus turned
to Zaladin, hoping for tangible sid.!

In June 1185, sccordingly, Andronicus sant en embasgy to Saladin to recall
their former friendship and to propose an elliance. Because Andronicus was
emperor, Saladin wag to do homage and render assistance whenever requested.
Palestine would be congtered and divided, with the Byzantines teceiving Jerusa-
lem and the maritime cities except Ascalon. Asia Minor, if taken, would belong
to the Esstern Empire, as far as Antioch and Armenis. In return for such as-
sistance and territory, Andronieus doubtless promised aid to the Zaracens in
their Etmg'gle with the Lntins of Syria. Saladin®s exact response to these
tions is unknown, bt would seem to have been generally favorable; probably all
territorial concessions were made dependent on the Byzantines” performance
of their part of the treaty. Before Saladin's reply reached Constantinople, how-
aver, Andronicus was overthrown (12 September 1185) by a populace resentful
over his failures in the Norman war.?

The demand of Andronicus, “that becanse he was emperor, he [Baladin] should
do him homage,"* must hove seemed both ridiculous and unaceeptable to the
ruler of Egypt and Byria. The wealmess of the empire st that moment was
everywhere manifest; not only were the Normans at Thessaloniea, but also the
Aegean wag harried by Latin corsairs, Cyprus was in open and auccessful revolt,
and the Turks and Hiungarians were raiding across the frontiers. SBaladin’s power,

1 For hackground on Andraniem’ reign, see: Francesco Cognaaso, “Parti politici e botte dinnstiche
in Bisanzio alls morte di Mangels Comnene,” Memarie della fleale Accademin dolle scienze df Toréno,
R Ber, rxm [Fart 2] (101%), #18-317; JTobn Danstrup, "Recherehes critigues sur Andeonbeos I%,'
Vetennknps-Societeten i Lund, drebok {Vearbook of the Mew Soniety of Latfers of Lund), 1944, pp.
101,

*The aode source for Andronicas’ embassy to Saladin (Frane Dalger, od., fapraten der Katsrur-
Fundén dos oarimeschen Ratohs ren G65-1 408, Corpus der griechisehen Urkunden des Mittelalbern und
der neweren Zoit, Reihe &, Abt. ; Monich snd Berlin, 18924-1880], Mo, 1583) is the anooymons btter
from the Esst in Magnus Preabyterns Reicherspergensis, Chronder collenta o M agno prerbytero— 11086,
W. Wattenbach, e, MGH 85, xvn (Hanover, 1861}, 511 (Heinhold Bobricht, ed., Bepssfa Hognd
Himoilymitani WXOF L. HOOXOT [Innsbrsck, 1E85-1004], o, 888}). The question of the nuthen-
tieity of this letter in discussed in the Appendix to this article. See abso Reinhold Hobricht, teschichie
dea Ktimigreichs Jerwsalens, 1700-2897 (Innsbruck, 1896}, pp. 488—404; Cognaaso, “Fartiti pal.,” loc.
¢, PP, TO8-R0T; Clands Caben, Lo Syvis dn Nord & Thpique dae sroisodes of ln principent$ fromgs
& Auiiocks (Paris, 1040), o, $24-425; Danstrup, *Andromicos T#," foe. o, . 86, . 118,

! Mazmng, {hrgn,, p. 811,
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THE BYZANTINES AND SALADIN, 1185-1192:
OPPONENTS OF THE THIRD CRUSADE

Br CHARLES M. BRAND

On the eve of the Third Crusasde the chief Christian state in the East joined with
Saladin, sultan of Egypt and Syria, to further their common interests, which
involved opposition to the Lating in the Holy Land. To the West this conjunc-
tion appeared to be a vielation of the tie of religion and a break with tradition,
because from the moment of the ivruption of Mobammed®s followera from the
Arabian peninsula warfare between Byzantines and Muslime had been almost
continuous. In the eleventh century the Muslim Seljuks deprived the Eastern
Empire of much of Anatolia. After the First Crusade Byzantium co-operated
with the Westerners in the hope of establishing a protectorate over the crusader
states in Syria and securing aid against the persistent Muslim encroschment
upon ita eastern frontiers. Yet Andronieus, last of the Comneni, and Issac
Angelus, his suceessor, reversed this policy, allied themselves with the crusaders’
mightiest opponent, and even strove to eliminate Latin power from the Orient.

This rapprochement of ancient enemies was facilitated by some recent personal
relationships and dietated by political neceasity. Once, as an exile, Andronicus
fled to Damascus and Baghdad, where he was befriended by Nur-ed-Din,
Saladin's predecessor. Later Alexius Angelus and his younger brother Isaac,
refugees from Andronieus’ tyranny, were guests ot Saladin's eourt; Alexius was
still there when Isasc wag raised to the throne by the Constantinopolitan mob.
These rulers, accordingly, knew Muslim leaders and Muslim power.

In 1185 the Bygantines and Saladin were threatened by the same enemies,
both Christian and Muslim. Baladin was confronted by the crusnder states
wadged between the two parts of his deminions, Cyprus, which had rebellad
under Isaac Comnenug, was 2 potential adherent to the Latin cause, which would
weight the balance sighificantly sgainst Saladin; the Bysantines naturally hoped
to recover this former provinee, In 1178 the decisive victory of the Saljuls at
Myriokephalon gave them a firm hold on central Anstolia, where they posed =
dangerous threat both to the Byzantine possessions on the Aepean and to
Baladin's in northern Syria. Like Saladin, the Bygantines had much to fear from
the West, and talk of crusades stirred unhappy memories of their experiences
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